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M INUTES OF MEETING HELD FRIDAY 20 JULY 2018, AT THE SURREY H ILLS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, 1 BEDFORD AVENUE , SURREY H ILLS, VICTORIA . 

Present: ɬ Glenn Cumming, Graeme Dunn, Michael Formaini, Ray Gomerski, Chris Gordon, Judy Gordon, Bill Johnston, 

Keith Lambert, David Langberg, David Langley, Andrew McLean, Phillip Miller, Alex Ratcliffe, Colin 

Rutledge, Laurie Savage, Rod Smith, David Stosser, Stuart Turnbull and Andrew Wheatland.  

Apologies: ɬ Wilfrid Brook, Brett Cox, Steven Dunne, Graeme Henderson, Chris King, Neil Lewis, Steve Malpass, Michael 

Menzies, Peter Silva, and Andrew Waugh. 

The President, Mr. David Langley, took the chair & opened the me eting at 20:01 hours. 

Minutes of the May 2018 Meeting: ɬ Accepted as read.  Phillip Miller / Laurie Savage.  Carried. 

Business Arising: ï Nil.  

Correspondence: ɬ The invoice for the public liability insurance was received and payment has been sent. 

Phillip Miller / Graeme Dunn.  Carried.  

Reports: ɬ Nil.  

General Business: ɬ Phillip Miller discussed plans for the connections to the new stabling sidings at Kananook.  

Keith Lambert provided details about various works in the Metropolitan District.  A summary of t he 

discussion follows: ɬ 

¶ The extension of the line from South Morang to Mernda has been commissioned and driver training is in 

progress.  The line is scheduled to open for traffic on Tuesday 28 August 2018. 

¶ Level crossing removal works at Buckley Street, Essendon, are in progress. 

¶ Level crossing removal works at Kororoit Road are complete and the Altona Line will reopen on Tuesday 

24 July 2018. 

¶ The commissioning of the new junction for the Cranbourne Line at Dandenong is planned for Saturday 1 

December 2018 and will include a ten day occupation.  

¶ The commissioning of the connections to the new stabling sidings and depot at East Pakenham are 

planned for February 2019. 

¶ The level crossing removal works at Seaford Road, Seaford, are planned for completion in September 2018. 

Alex Ratcliffe asked about progress with the SRSV website. 

David Stosser reported that the Daylesford Spa Country Railway has opened a new platform adjacent to the 

Passing Clouds Winery. 

David Stosser noted that some mechanical signals at Ballarat had been removed and transported to the 

Mornington Railway Preservation Society.  

(Front cover). This photo of the frame at Batman demonstrates the extremely close relationship between the McKenzie 

& Holland No 6 Pattern (Rocker) frame and its replacement, the VR A Pattern Cam and Tappet frame. Batman was 

a standard A Pattern frame with the standard arrangement of gate gear, shown here, at the left hand end of the frame. 

The end A frame ɬ to the left ɬ is an end frame from a No 6 Pattern Rocker frame, while the second A frame is the 

normal A Pattern frame. Despite this, the cam shaft and lever shaft match perfectly, and a rocker shaft support can be 

applied to the A Pattern frame. The rocker shaft provides the interlocking between the gate lever and the gate stop 

lever.  Photo Andrew Waugh 
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Michael Formaini reported that Victrack had donated track materials (including rail and ballast) released from 

the Dandenong Line works to the Yarra Valley Railway for use between Healesville ɬ Yarra Glen. 

Rod Smith reported on a recent fault at Box Hill where power to the control panel was lost, believed to have 

been caused by a faulty power cable. 

Phillip Miller reported on a re cent incident where Up and Down trains struck a vehicle at a level crossing near 

Deer Park.  While the line was closed some Geelong Line trains ran via Werribee. 

The present arrangements at Oakleigh were discussed. 

Glenn Cumming reported on a recent govern ment media release stating that the conversion of the Sea Lake 

and Manangatang Lines to standard gauge has been deferred until 2020. 

Stuart Turnbull reported on the creation of a new government entity known as Rail Projects Victoria.  

Rod Smith discussed the operation of Velocity railcars to Bairnsdale.  The current speed limit over the Avon 

River Bridge at Stratford is 5 km/h.  A new bridge is to be built.  

Bill Johnston described progress with the duplication of the line from Caroline Springs to Melton.  

Syllabus Item: ɬ The President introduced member Andrew McLean to present the Syllabus Item.  

 ÕËàɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÈɯȿÞÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÐÛɀɯØÜÐáɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯƗƕɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌȭ 

All the images were recent overhead views from Google Maps of Victorian junctions, grou ped into three 

categories.  1.  All lines at the junction intact e.g. Ouyen.  2.  One line at the junction removed e.g. Heywood.  

3.  All lines at the junction removed e.g. Cathkin.  

Opportunity was given to view the images and determine the location of eac h image with commentary 

ÈÊÊÖÔ×ÈÕàÐÕÎɯÔÈÕàɯÐÔÈÎÌÚȭɯɯ"ÖÔÔÌÕÛÚɯÓÐÒÌɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÞÈÓÒÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÜÙÝÌɂɯÞÌÙÌɯÏÌÈÙËɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯ

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÛÖɯÈÕɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯÐËÌÈɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɂȭ 

Unfortunately , there was no perfect score.  David Langberg top scored with 22 out of 31.  Interestingly, every 

image was identified by at least one person in the room. 

A very enjoyable activity.  

At the completion of the Syllabus Item, The President thanked Andy for the entertainment & this was 

followed by acclamation from thos e present. 

Meeting closed at 22:10 hours. 

The next meeting will be on Friday 21 September, 2018 at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, Bedford 

Avenue, Surrey Hill, commencing at 20:00 hours (8.00pm). 

 

SIGNALLING ALTERATIONS 

The following alterations were published in WN 23/18 to WN 33/18, and ETRB A circulars. The alterations have been 

edited to conserve space. Dates in parenthesis are the dates of publication, which may not be the date of the alterations. 

01.06.2018 Newport Workshops  (SW 168/18, WN 23) 

On Friday, 1.6., No 2 Gardens Platform track was again taken out of service. The CCW hand points from  Nos 

2 to 3 Garden Platform tracks were secured to lie towards No 3 Track. This is due to insufficient clearance 

between the tracks for vehicle shunting and train preparation. SW 135/18 is cancelled. 

(05.06.2018) Ararat ɬ Avoca (TON 70/18, WN 23) 

Boom barriers have been commissioned at two of the Pyrenees Hwy crossings (234.802 km & 242.773 km). 

Both crossings are operated by axle counters, and a 40 km/h road speed restriction is in place until AAWS has 

been commissioned. 

(05.06.2018) Donald  (SW 206/18, WN 23) 

The Donald Sub Terminal siding was restored to use. Baulks are provided on the Down side of the access road 

level crossing (355.475 km) in the siding and engines cannot run around trains in the siding.  

Donald Intermediate Siding remains out of use.  

SW 195/18 is cancelled. 

(05.06.2018) Epping  (SW 165/18, WN 23) 

Points 023 have been secured normal due to track condition. 

05.06.2018 Parliament  (SW 157/18 & 164/18, WN 22 & 23) 

On Tuesday, 5.6., Home 464 (Northern Loop) was converted to a tri -colour LED. 

07.06.2018 North Melbourne  (SW 139/18, WN 22) 

On Thursday, 7.6., Points 427 were equipped with an M3A point machine.  



Page 76 SOMERSAULT Vol 41 No 5 

 

08.06.2018 Hampton  (SW 136/18, WN 22) 

On Friday, 8.6., the Up side pedestrian gates at Hampton St were replaced by magnetic pedestrian gates and 

electromagnetically latched emergency gates. Flashing Light No 3 was relocated. (The Weekly Notice states 

that this was to occur on 8 May.) 

08.06.2018 South Geelong  (SW 219/18, WN 24) 

On Friday, 8.6., an additional flashing light mast will be provided at Wood St (75.709 km). An additional 

Healthy State Light will be provided on the mast. Amend Diagram 50/16 (South Geeong)>  

(12.06.2018) Watchem Loop  (SW 224/18, WN 24) 

Watchem Loop has been restored to normal use. The following loops remain out of use: Sutherland Loop; 

Speed Loop, and Carwarp Loop. The following sidings remain out of use: Donald Intermediate, Curyo, Speed, 

Ouyen, Carwarp and Mildura Ceme nt. SW 206/18 is cancelled. 

(12.06.2018) Mitiamo  (SW 218/18, WN 24) 

Operating Procedure 79 (Mitiamo) was reissued to require train sighting at Mitiamo prior to the issue of a 

Master Key at Bendigo. SW 138/18 is cancelled. 

12.06.2018 Seaford ɬ Kananook  (SW 189/18, WN 24) 

On Tuesday, 12.6., the Up and Down lines  were slued 20 metres west (on the Up side) of the existing line 

between 39.407 km and 40.478 km. 

Seaford Rd crossing was relocated to the new alignment, but the Down side pedestrian gates (7PG and 10PG) 

were abolished. Automatics  F1257, F1257P, F1264, and F1281 were relocated to the new alignment. 

12.06.2018 Kananook ɬ Frankston  (SW 189/18, WN 24) 

The Syke Road crossing (42.437 km) had been previously abolished. 

On Tuesday, 12.6., new uncontrolled Intermediate Homes F1331 and F1352 were provided. These signals are 

provided with train stops and TPWS, but not with signal post telephones. The signals have LED heads. 

Automatic Signals F1337 and F1352 were abolished. 

12.06.2018 Frankston  (SW 189/18, WN 24) 

On Tuesday, 12.6., the following alterations took place. 

Points 15 and Crossover 25 were fitted with electro-hydraulic point machines. The rotary detector on P oints 15 

and air assist function for Points 15 and Crossover 25 were removed. Plungers 14 and 17 were removed and 

the levers are now pilot levers. The lids of the new point machines will be secured with 5P padlocks.  

Post 15 (Disc 11) was replaced by a new post with a two position light Dwarf located 23 metres in the Down 

direction. Post 19 (Disc 6) was replaced by a two position light Dwarf. A ÉÖÈÙËɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÌËɯɁ2ÐËÐÕÎɂɯÐÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯ

adjacent to Post 19. The wire runs for levers 4, 5, 6, & 11 were removed. 

Frankston signal box is provided with a dedicated PABX safeworking telephone line, a DTRS radio console, 

and local train radio. All communications are recorded.  

Diagram 55/18 (Bonbeach ɬ Frankston) replaced 37/18. 

16.06.2018 Altona Junction  (SW 232/18, WN 29) 

On Saturday, 16.6., the Kororoit Creek Rd level crossing (14.015 km) was abolished. 

At Altona Junction Down Home Departure Signals 210 & 212, Up Home Arrival 214, Up Homes 216 & 222, 

Automatics WR507 & WR514 and Points 211 were abolished. 

The Altona loop wa s closed until the new road overbridge is commissioned.  

16.06.2018 Caulfield ɬ Oakleigh  (SW 166/18 & 176/18, WN 24 & 25) 

On Saturday, 16.6., the viaduct between Caulfield and Hughesdale was brought into use. The section between 

Hughesdale to Huntingdale wa s resignalled. 

The viaduct extends 3.430 km (including approaches) from 12.240 km near Caulfield to 15.670 km just beyond 

the former Hughesdale station site. New underline crossings were provided at Grange Rd, Koornang Rd, 

Murrumbeena Rd, and Poath Rd. Murrumbeena Rd and Poath Rd have 5.7 metre clearance. Grange Rd will 

eventually have 5.7 metre clearance, but initially only has 5.35 metres. Koornang Rd has 5.5 metre clearance. 

New stations were opened at Carnegie (13.542 km) and Murrumbeena  (14.429 km). Both stations are provided 

with 160 metre island platforms. Oakleigh has two 163 metre side platforms. The station at Hughesdale 

(15.266 km) is not yet open. 

Automatic Block Signalling is in force between Caulfield and Huntingdale. Controlled Homes CFD 712, 

CFD733, CFD735, OAK700, OAK702, OAK703, OAK704, OAK706, OAK713, OAK714, OAK715, OAK717, & 

OAK719 were provided. Uncontrolled Intermediate Homes D376, D379, D3 90, D399, D406, D413, D420, D429, 

D434, D448, D460, D612, OAK600, OAK606, & OAK613 were provided. Homes CFD733, CFD735, OAK702, & 

. *ƛƕƗȮɯÈÙÌɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÚ×ÌÌËɯ×ÙÖÝÌÕȭɯ'ÖÔÌɯ. *ƛƕƘɯÐÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯȿƚƙɀɯÚ×ÌÌËɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÖÙȭɯ

All new signals are of the LED (UGL tri -colour) type mounted on tilt masts. Train stops and TPWS are 

provided, but signal post telephones are not provided. The procedures for passing an Intermediate Home 

Signal at Stop are the same as those previously issued for the other viaduct sections. 
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The Caulfield station limits on the Down extend from CFD702 to D612 (Dandenong line) and CFD742 to 

CFD658 (Frankston line). On the Up they extend from CFD735 to CFD627 (Dandenong line) and 

CFD765/CFD777 to CFD667 (Frankston line). 

The Oakleigh station limits extend from OAK700 to OAK606 (Down line) and OAK719 to OAK613 (Up line).  

Train detection is by axle counters. The axle counter territory on the Down line extends from 12.126 km to 

22.003 km, and on the Up line from 21.994 km to 12.139 km. 

Crossovers 602 and 606 were provided at Oakleigh. These points are fitted with dual control point machines. 

The signalling is worked from Dandenong SCC using a new WestCAD  control system. This will show track 

occupancy of the section between Caulfield and Oakleigh. A new Oakleigh Westrace Mk II interlocking is 

located at Dandenong. The lineside signalling is worked using Westrace MkII object controllers.  

Clause 15 of the Caulfield Group Operating Procedures was reissued and SW 70/18 was cancelled. 

Diagrams 45/18 (Caulfield) and 43/18 (Carnegie ɬ Huntingdale) replaced 1/18 and 15/18 respectively. 

18.06.2018 Kananook ɬ Frankston  (SW 194/18, WN 25) 

Competent persons will be continuously in attendance at Automatics F1359 and F1330. This is because the 

Signaller, Frankston, does not have any ability to confirm whether the track in advance of Intermediate 

Homes F1331 or F1352 is clear when authorising a follow-on movement under fai lure conditions.  

As each train passes them, the competent person must write down the number of the leading car or 

locomotive  and the time the train passes complete beyond the signal. 

If a train is detained at Homes F1331 or F1352, the Driver must contact the Signaller Frankston. The Signaller 

must contact the competent person at the signal in advance of the failed signal to confirm the time and 

identity of the last train to clear the signal.  

(19.06.2018) Bungaree South (TON 78/18, WN 25) 

The details of the Tierney Rd crossing (104.156 km) in the Network Service Plan have been update to show 

axle counter operation of boom barriers. 

(19.06.2018) Wendouree (TON 78/18, WN 25) 

The details of the Forest St crossing (122.303 km) in the Network Service Plan have beeÕɯÜ×ËÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÚÏÖÞɯȿ!!ɯ

/&ɯ$&+ɀȭ 

(19.06.2018) Maryborough  - Ararat  (TON 82/18, WN 25) 

Boom barriers have been commissioned at Mariners Reef Rd (187.985 km) on the Ararat line. The equipment 

is worked by axle counters and road/rail vehicles are not permitted t o on or off track at this crossing. 

(19.06.2018) Speed (SW 233/18, WN 25) 

The loop and intermediate siding at Speed have been restored to use. 

The following loops remain out of use: Sutherland Loop; and Carwarp Loop. The following sidings remain 

out of use: Donald Intermediate, Curyo, Ouyen, Carwarp and Mildura Cement. SW 224/18 is cancelled. 

21.06.2018 Melton  (SW 234/18, WN 25) 

Between Saturday, 16.6., and Thursday, 21.6., Points 607U and MWR630 will be installed at 36.328 km and 

39.300 km respectively. Both sets of points will be fitted with a dual control point machine and will be secured 

normal.  

21.06.2018 Barnes (SW 227/18, WN 24) 

On Thursday, 21.6., the junction points were straight railed. The plunger, rotary detectors, and WSa lever 

were abolished. The signals for the Deniliquin corridor remain in use, while those for the Moulamein corridor 

were secured at stop. 

22.06.2018 Pascoe Vale (SW 167/18, WN 25) 

On Friday, 22.6., electro-magnetically latched emergency gates were provided on the Up side of Pascoe Vale 

Rd. The mechanism on Pedestrian access gate No 9 was also replaced. 

24.06.2018 Merinda Park ɬ Cranbourne  (SW 195/18, WN 26) 

On Sunday, 24.6., the Thompsons Rd level crossing (42.526 km) was closed to road traffic and road traffic 

di verted over the new overpass. The level crossing equipment will continue to operate.  

Diagram 29/18 (Lynbrook Loop ɬ Cranbourne) replaced 3/17. 

26.06.2018 Barnes (SW 240/18, TON 241/18, WN 25 & 26) 

On Tuesday, 26.6., boom barriers were provided at Cobb Hwy (245.602 km). Operation is by axle counters. 

Healthy state indicators, yellow whistle boards, and remote monitoring equipment were provided.  

Barnes Block Point (245.615 km) was abolished, together with the Up and Down location boards. The single 

line sections Echuca ɬ Barnes BP ɬ Deniliquin were replaced by Echuca ɬ Henwood BP ɬ Moira BP ɬ 

Deniliquin.  

The fixed signals, signal quadrants, and keyswitch operation of the level crossing  were abolished. 

Operating Procedure 121 (Barnes) was cancelled.  
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26.06.2018 Henwood  BP, Moira  BP (SW 240/18, WN 25) 

On Tuesday, 26.6., Henwood Block Point and Moira Block Point were established at 243.000 km and 265.00 

km (respectively) on the Echuca ɬ Deniliquin line.  

Up and Down location boards are provided 2500 metres from each block point. Location clearance signs were 

provided on the rear of each location board. 

The single line sections will be Echuca ɬ Henwood BP ɬ Moira BP ɬ Deniliquin.  

Through Train Orders and Proceed and Return Train Orders may be issued between Echuca and Deniliquin.  

26.06.2018 Moulamein  (TON 241/18, WN 26) 

Operating Procedure 122 (Moulamein) was cancelled. 

27.06.2018 Upper Ferntree Gully  (SW 205/18, WN 26) 

On Wednesday, 27.6., an M23A dual control point machine was provided on Points 35. 

27.06.2018 Merinda Park ɬ Cranbourne  (SW 195/18, WN 26) 

On Wednesday, 27.6., the level crossing equipment at Thompsons Rd was removed. Amend Diagram 3/17. 

28.06.2018 Epping  (SW 210/18, WN 27) 

On Thursday, 28.6., track works were completed at the Up end of Epping Yard and Points 023 were restored 

to use. SW 165/18 was cancelled. 

28.06.2018 Lilydale  (SW 196/18, WN 26) 

On Thursday, 28.6., Derail & Crowder 207D on No 3 Track was restored to service. Points 207, however, will 

remain booked out of service due to track condition.  

28.06.2018 Upper Ferntree Gully  (SW 205/18, WN 26) 

On Thursday, 28.6., an M23A dual control point machine was provided on Points 25U.  

29.06.2018 Ararat  (SW 251/18, WN 27) 

On Friday, 29.6., the existing Up Stop Board 1 (272.000 km) and Up Location Board (269.330 km) on the 

Maryborough line w ere relocated 500 metres further out ( to 271.500 km and 268.830 km respectively). 

2ÛÖ×ɯ!ÖÈÙËɯƕɯÐÚɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÌËɯȿ2ÛÖ×ɯ!ÖÈÙËɯƕɯ.ÉÛÈÐÕɯ ÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɯÍÙÖÔɯ ÙÈÙÈÛɯ8ÈÙËɯÚÐÎÕÈÓÓÌÙɯ×ÙÐÖÙɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÊÌÌËÐÕÎɀȭɯ Úɯ

the Maryborough line is still under Absolute Occupation, the Track Force Protection Coordinator or their 

delegate managing a rail movement is responsible for obtaining permission from the signal ler to pass the Stop 

Board. 

02.07.2018 South Morang ɬ Mernda  (SW 175/18, WN 26) 

On Monday, 2.7., the double track extension from South Morang to Mernda was commissioned. New stations 

are provided at Middle Gorge (MMR, 28.409 km), Hawkstowe (HWS, 30.808 km), and Mernda (MDD, 33.178 

km). Middle Gorge is at ground level and has two 160 metre side platforms. Hawkstowe and Mernda are 

elevated 160 metre island platforms. Elevated sections extend from 30.607 km to 30.980 km (Hawkstowe), 

31.527 km to 31.738 km (The Parkway), and 32.780 km to 33.385 km (Mernda) 

The line is worked under the Automatic Block Signalling System.  

South Morang 

Homes SMG156, SMG158, SMG167, SMG168, & SMG169 were provided. 

For movements to No 1 Platform at South Morang, SMG164 must be cleared before SMG154 will clear. 

South Morang - Mernda 

Automatics SMG058, T845, T854, T859, T874, T885, T890, T912, T925, T930, T943, T954, T976, & MDD063 were 

provided.  

Mernda 

Four stabling sidings are provided at Mernda. Each has a clear standing room of 300 metres and is provided 

with a friction buffer stop at the Down end.  

Homes MDD148, MDD150, MDD152, MDD162, MDD153, MDD154, MDD163, MDD164, MDD170, MDD171, 

& MDD180 were provided. Homes MDD152, MDD154, MDD162, & MDD164 are approach operated. A 

running low spe ed aspect is provided on Homes MDD154, MDD164, MDD170, and MDD180 (the last two if 

the section ahead is clear). Dwarfs MDD173, MDD175, MDD177, & MDD179 were provided. Buffer lights 

MDD196, MDD197, MDD198, & MDD199 were provided.  

Crossovers MDD050 & MDD053 were provided. Points MDD070, MDD071, MDD077, & MDD079 were 

provided. Hayes Derail & Wheel Crowder MDD072 were provided. Security Gates MDD080 was provided.  

The signalling at Mernda will be controlled from the existing Sigview control system at Epping.  

All  signals are three position LED signals. All main line signals are tilt masts and are provided with train 

stops. Signal post telephones are provided at each Controlled Home. 

Train detection is by axle counters. The axle counter section on the Down line commences at 26.051 km, and 

on the Up line commences at 32.897 km and ends at 26.051 km. 

Diagram 53/18 (Epping ɬ Mernda) replaced 69/11 (Epping ɬ South Morang).   
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Operating Procedure 1 (Bell ɬ Keon Park ɬ Epping ɬ South Morang ɬ Mernda: Failure of Signals) was reissued. 

 (03.07.2018) Donald  (SW 252/18, WN 27) 

Donald Intermediate Siding has been restored to use. Nos 2 & 6 Roads have been abolished, as has the dead-

end extension of No 3 Road at the Down end. Catch points have been provided at the Down end rodded to 

the main line points.  

The following loops remain out of use: Sutherland Loop; and Carwarp Loop. The following sidings remain 

out of use: Curyo, Ouyen, Carwarp and Mildura Cement. SW 233/18 is cancelled. 

06.07.2018 Seymour (TON 96/18, WN 28) 

On Friday, 6.7., the Seymour Spur siding (leading from the refuse siding) was booked out of use due to poor 

sleeper condition. The siding may be used for track machines. 

09.07.2018 Pakenham East (SW 268/18, WN 28) 

On Monday, 9.7., motorised points were installed at 61.091 km and 61.478 km in the North line. The points are 

secured normal. 

(10.07.2018) South Geelong  (TON 095/18, WN 28) 

The block hours for South Geelong are now: 

Monday ɬ Friday  ................................................................................................ 0345 hours to 2330 hours 

Saturday & Sunday ............................................................................................ 0600 hours to 1500 hours 

(10.07.2018) Avoca (TON 97/18, WN 28) 

Boom barriers have been provided at Gordon Rd (201.403 km) on the Down side of Avoca. Operation of the 

level crossing is by Axle Counters.  

(10.07.2018) Carwarp  (SW 277/18, WN 28) 

Carwarp Loop and Inte rmediate Siding has been restored to use. 

This leaves just Sutherland Loop as not available for crossing purposes, and the sidings at Curyo, Ouyen, and 

Mildura Cement Siding. SW 252/18 is cancelled. 

19.07.2018 Newport  (SW 234/18, WN 29) 

On Thursday, 19.7., the WestCAD units were altered to reflect the Kororoit Creek Road grade separation.  

(24.07.2018) Southern Cross (SW 235/18, WN 30) 

Commencing forthwith, locomotives or rolling stock are not permitted to occupy the track between Home 549 

and the buffer stops at the Up end of Platform 8 unless Points 435 are normal with blocking facilities applied. 

Locomotives or rolling stock are not permitted to be stabled on between Home 549 and the buffer stops in 

Platform 8 at any time 

(24.07.2018) Southern Cross (SW 237/18, WN 30) 

Due to fouling point problems, the following restrictions have been imposed: 

¶ Points 023 must be blocked in the normal position. Moves can only be signalled over Points 023 reverse 

when directed by the Senior Network Controller. Before authorising the movement, the Senior Network 

Controller must check that Tracks 083T, 115T, 123T, and 717T are unoccupied. Once the movement has 

been completed, the Signaller must restore Points 023 normal and reapply the blocking command. 

¶ Points 025 will be secured normal. Routes between the City Circle Viaduct and No 10 Track will not be 

available in either direction.  

¶ Movements from  Home 524 to Tracks No 10 or 10A must only be performed under the direction of the 

Senior Network Controller. Before authorisi ng the movement, the Senior Network Controller must check 

that the Signaller has blocked Points 424 normal. The block must not be removed until the track circuits 

between Home 524 and Home 301 (for movements to Track No 10) or Home 547 (for movement to Track 

No 10A) are clear. 

(24.07.2018) Newport South  (SW 239/18, WN 30) 

Commencing forthwith, when a train is to be routed from Home NSP198 on the East Line to Automatic G416 

on the Up line, the Signaller must set the route from Home NSP198 to NSP194. When the train has come to a 

stand at NSP194 the Signaller can set the route from NSP194 to G416. This is to prevent NSP194 from 

reverting to Stop. 

(24.07.2018) Altona Junction  (SW 241/18, WN 30) 

To prevent reading through Down Home 220 , this signal must not be placed to proceed until Down Home 206 

has been cleared. 

(24.07.2018) Panmure ɬ Sherwood Park  (SW 299/18, WN 30) 

Signalling Diagram 54/18 (Panmure ɬ Sherwood Park) replaced 50/17 as in service. 

(24.07.2018) Epsom ɬ Echuca (SW 290/18, WN 30) 

Operating Procedure 108A (Epsom ɬ Echuca - Operation of Sidings) was reissued to include instructions for 

the locking away of trains at Elmore and Rochester Intermediate Sidings. SW 139/18 is cancelled. 
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24.07.2018 Altona Junction  (SW 232/18, WN 29) 

On Tuesday, 24.7., the line between Altona Junction and Westona was restored to use. The new bridge at 

Kororoit Creek Road was brought into use. The bridge section, including the grade approaches, extends 

between 13.861 km and 14.138 km. 

The Altona Junction loop was extended in the Down direction over the new bridge.  

Homes 210, 212, 214, 216, and 222 were provided. Automatics WR541 & WR556 were provided. The Medium 

Speed Warning indication on Home 214 is approach cleared for movements towards the East Line lead. 

Points 211 were provided at 14.256 km. These points have a 1:15 divergence and are equipped with dual 

control point machines.  

Modifications were made to the level crossing approaches at both Champion Rd and Maddox Rd.  

Diagram 21/18 (Altona Junction ɬ Westona ɬ Laverton) replaced 43/10. 

Northern Group Operating Procedure 1 was reissued.  

24.07.2018 Speed (TON 107/18, SW 311/18, WN 31) 

On Tuesday, 24.10., the Down end points (470.276 km) were booked out due to a damaged point blade due to 

a derailment. The Up end points (469.390 km) were secured for No 1 Road. 

Speed Loop and Intermediate Siding are not available for use. Speed is defined as a Intermediate Train Order 

station and will remain available for follow on movements.  

The following loops remain out of use: Sutherland Loop; and Speed Loop. The following sidings remain out 

of use: Curyo, Ouyen, Speed, and Mildura Cement. SW 277/18 is cancelled. 

26.07.2018 Dunneworthy  (SW 306/18, WN 31) 

On Thursday, 26.7., boom barriers were provided at the passive crossing at Quarry Access Road (261.348 km). 

The boom barriers are operated by axle counter equipment. Healthy state indicators and yellow whistle 

boards were provided. Remote monitoring equipment was provided.  

(31.07.2018) Southern Cross (SW 246/18, WN 31) 

The operating restrictions show on SW 237/18 have been reissued. The routing restriction for moves past 

Home 524 to Tracks No 10 or 10A was deleted. 

(31.07.2018) Donald  (SW 289/18, WN 31) 

Operating Procedure 88 (Donald) has been reissued to reflect the alterations as a result of gauge conversion 

and now includes a description for Donald Siding. Operating Procedures 8 8 (Donald ɬ Rail Tractor Shunting 

by Pea Growers Co-operative Ltd)  (SW 1101/01) and 89 (SW 1065/01) are cancelled. 

(31.07.2018) South Morang ɬ Mernda  (SW 272/18, WN 31) 

Commencing forthwith a blocking command must be applied to Home SMG158 at South Morang. 

Movements beyond Home SMG158 must only be conducted under the cover of an S Circular. Rail traffic is 

not permitted to pass Home SMG158 unless a Rail Safety Officer is in attendance at Epping. 

03.08.2018 Gheringhap  (TON 111/18, SW 333/18, WN 32) 

On Friday, 3.8., No 2 Road of Gheringhap Loop (83.500 km ɬ 84.532 km) was booked out of service due to 

issues with modifications to the point blades. The points at both ends of the loop are secured for No 1 Road. 

Gheringhap Loop is now an Intermediate Train Orders station and will only be  available for follow -on 

movements. 

03.08.2018 Ouyen  (SW 316/18, TON 110/18, WN 31 & 32) 

On Friday, 3.8., the following alterations took place:  

¶ The yard was restored to use. The yard consists of Nos 2, 3 & 4 Roads. No 4 Road is a dead end only 

accessible from the Up end. A dead end extension is proved at the Down end of No 3 Road. All points in 

the yard are operated by WSa levers. Hand operated points are provided at the Up end of Nos 2, 3, & 4 

Roads. A hand operated catch is provided at the Down end of No 2 Road. 

¶ No 4 Road is booked out of service due to turnout clearance infringements. 

¶ No 2 Road is baulked just prior to the catch points. The standing room between the points at the Down 

end of No 2 Road and baulks is one locomotive length. 

¶ Crossover A/E at the Up end was restored to use. The points are secured by a plunger lock, and the point 

levers is secured by an Annett key. 

¶ Points G at the Down end remain secured normal. 

¶ Down Home 4 (lever 7) was abolished. Lever 7 became a pilot lever 

¶ The E pattern Annett key and electric lock on the signal frame was abolished 

Amend Diagram 10/15 (Ouyen ɬ Carwarp).  

End£ 
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THE CROXTON DISTANT  

Peter Fisher 

Andrew Waugh in describing his camera encounter with the 

up Northcote distant No 6 (Volume 41, No 1) awakened 

memories of my early signal watching days. I lived in James 

Street Northcote and had become fascinated (obsessed?) by 

the operation - or more correctly the non-operation - of its 

companion N o 1 Down distant with its resplendent yellow 

arm, which was situated just beyond the Westbourne Grove 

overbridge. In evenings after school I mounted watch from 

the overbridge carefully observing N o 2 Down home as a 

train left Merri. Invariably this stayed on until the train was 

proceeding past the distant - a circumstance no doubt 

corresponding to the fact that trains, except parcels vans, an 

occasional steam goods like the Whittlesea, and 

6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàɀÚɯ ÊÏÈÕÎÌÖÝÌÙɯ 6ÏÐÛÛÓÌÚÌÈɯ #$1,Ȯɯ ÚÛÖ××ÌËɯ ÈÛɯ

Northcote and road tr affic through the Arthurton Road 

interlocked gates would not be overtly interrupted.  

I was to later learn that the signal could not be cleared 

ÜÕÓÌÚÚɯ-ÖÙÛÏÊÖÛÌɀÚɯ#ÖÞÕɯÚÛÈÙÛÌÙɯ-o 5 was cleared and this 

was slotted and thus controlled by the Beavers Road 

gatekeeper (and the quadrant at Croxton if need be) as well. 

This meant that that gatekeeper had to have his gates 

opened. The comparative remoteness of the latter from a 

train proceeding up the 1 in 50 cutting towards the No  1 arm 

meant that it was rarely p ulled off. However , it was a long 

pull and I suspect that there was a degree of reticence by 

                                                                 
1 See http://www.victorianrailways.net/signaling/  

completedia/northcote1925.html  

some signalmen at Northcote and one once cajoled me on 

enquiring Ɂto mind my own business or I would get into 

troubleɂȭ It was to become apparent that the happy 

circumstances were when Up and Down trains were 

crossing at Northcote. This event was a regular (exact or 

near) occurrence on Sundays (16) and weekdays (17) but less 

so on Saturdays (5) -- and on some occasions an up parcels 

van was the trigger. The Sunday situation is illustrated in 

the table. Note that there was but one exact cross at 6.07 pm 

and similarly on weekdays at 6.03 am and also 6.03 am on 

Saturdays ɬ but in practice one train running a minute or so 

late/early could produce further clearance of No 1 Down 

distant. 

No 6 Up distant (a single arm signal in 19251 before 

Beavers Road had a crossing requiring the addition of a 

protective home arm) independently photographed by 

Waugh and me in the off position was similarly sedentary. I 

rarely saw it pulled  off. (Andrew must have got lucky on 

that day in having time to go off and buy a roll of film in 

High Street and return to  capture a repeat performance). So 

why was this soȳɯ!ÌàÖÕËɯ-ÖÙÛÏÊÖÛÌɀÚɯÜ×ɯÚÛÈÙÛÌÙɯ(denoted as 

a home) No 2B2, lay Merri  down a steep cutting to its Up 

home No 46. Could it be that admission to the short block 

section Northcote-Merri was cautiously geared to having 

the (Charles Street) gates open?  And, a cross at Merri would 

see this circumstance earlier and more prolonged than 

would normally be the case? 

So, the combination of short block sections, gate 

protecting homes and predominance of stopping trains was 

toxic to clearance of both Up and Down distant arms! As to 

Northcote proper ɬit was a lay paradise to the intricacies of 

train working vis -à-vis two contrasting types/colours of 

2 Possibly due to that there was once a crossing there for 

Plant St (see http://www.victorianrailways.net/  

photogallery/suburb/sub05/sub05_32.html)  

SUNDAY CROSSINGS AT NORTHCOTE 

HOUR 

PM 

UP DUE AT 

(MIN)  

DOWN TRAIN 

DUE AT (MIN)  

2 49 51 

3 30 31 

3 47 46 

5 29 31 

6 07 07 

6 28 26 

6 47 46 

7 07 06 

8 07 06 

8 48 46 

9 05 06 

9 27 26 

9 47 46 

10 07 06 

10 27 25 

11 33 30 
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distant arms; two contrasting types of level crossings; a 

goods siding replete with steam goods double headed every 

Easter Tuesday as it was then known; and a brickworks 

siding 1 with I truck(s) pulled by horses and later, a road 

tractor. 

 

THE F PATTERN M INIATURE ELECTRIC STAFF 

Chris Wurr  

It is generally accepted that only one F pattern Miniature 

Electric Staff section operated in Victoria ɬ and even then, 

only over 1 mile 19 chains and 1 link of VR metals. The 

section was Serviceton to Wolseley.  

Miniature (for the South Australian Railways never used 

+ÈÙÎÌȺɯ$ÓÌÊÛÙÐÊɯ2ÛÈÍÍɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌËɯ6ÐÕÛÌÙɀÚɯ2ÐÕÎÓÌɯ+ÐÕÌɯ

Block between Tailem Bend and Serviceton on 1st November 

1912. This was only the second section of MES in operation 

in Victoria, On 3 rd September 1912, the first MES installation 

                                                                 
1 See http://www.victorianrailways.net/infastuct/  

ncotebrick.pdf  

was reported to have been tested and found to be in perfect 

working order and presumably brought into serv ice on that 

date, over the Buangor - Dobie - Ararat A sections.  

The Serviceton ɬ Wolseley section was somewhat unique 

in that it was an interface between two different state 

railway systems using the same gauge, where (after a 

change of locomotives) trains mostly ran through, rather 

than being remarshalled into entirely new trains. This sort 

of train working was conducive to higher traffic frequencies 


