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The station building at Deep Lead, on the western line to Serviceton, was a building of no archtectural merit what-so-ever although it
did have a certain charm. Deep Lead was the first station beyond Stawell and was a switching electric staff station, the sections being
Stawell B - Deep Lead - Glenorchy. The �signal bay� contained a 30 lever A pattern frame installed in January 1916. This frame replaced
a 20 lever frame dating from 1911 - and it is very likely that the extension to the signalbay to house the longer frame can be seen at the
left hand end of the picture. By the time this photo was taken on 25 April 1976, Deep Lead was only open for goods in truck loads (it had
been closed for passengers in July 1972). Deep Lead was closed as an electric staff station on 7 September 1981, in anticipation of the
introduction of CTC on the Western line. A full history of Deep Lead can be found in Somersault Volume 7 No 4 pp 47-49. Photo: David
Langley.
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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD FRIDAY JULY 17, 2009,
AT THE SURREY HILLS NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, 1 BEDFORD AVENUE, SURREY HILLS

Present: � Mark Bau, Wilfrid Brook, Glenn Cumming, Mike Drew, Graeme Dunn, Vance Findlay, Michael
Formaini, Ray Gomerski, Chris Gordon, Judy Gordon, Bill Johnston, Chris King, Keith Lambert, David
Langley, Steve Malpass, Tom Murray, Trevor Penn, Noel Reed, Laurie Savage,  Roderick Smith, David
Stosser, Andrew Waugh, Andrew Wheatland and Bob Whitehead.

Apologies: � Greg O�Flynn, Brian Sherry, Peter Silva.
Visitor: � Keith Kings.
The President, Mr. David Langley, took the chair & opened the meeting @ 20:10.
Minutes of the May 2009 Meeting: � Accepted as published.  Andrew Wheatland / Graeme Dunn.  Carried.
Business Arising: �  The item re Murchison East was clarified.  Additional works have been carried out recently and it

is assumed that works are now complete.
Correspondence: �  Letter to Connex Melbourne requesting permission for a suburban signal box tour.

Letter from Jim Black advising of a recent award to Chris Gordon as 2009 RTSA Young Railway Engi-
neer.
Letter to Goldman Sachs JB Were to confirm bank account signatories. Rod Smith / Vance Findlay.
Carried.

Reports: � Glenn Cumming discussed plans for a signal box tour in the metropolitan area later in 2009.  Locations
to be visited are Lilydale, Ringwood, Upper Ferntree Gully, Mitcham, Blackburn and Box Hill.  Permis-
sion is yet to be received for the tour to proceed.

General Business: � The Secretary provided an update on the matter of the locked access gates at Seymour.  Further
avenues of enquiry are being investigated.
Keith Lambert provided details on works on the Connex network: �
* Additional stabling sidings for electric trains are to be provided at Upper Ferntree Gully, Upfield,

Eltham and Brighton Beach
* The tramway square at Glenhuntly will be replaced in August 2009 with works commencing at midday

on the Friday of the weekend concerned.
* The new crossing at Glenhuntly will feature a new design of tramway square
Noel Reed asked about the operation of catch points at tram / train crossing.  Arrangements at each of
the four crossings were discussed.
Chris Gordon provided additional details about the additional stabling sidings at Eltham and Upper
Ferntree Gully.
Chris Gordon described a proposal for a nine day shutdown commencing 1 January 2010 for the grade
separation project at Springvale Road, Nunawading.
Rod Smith asked about signal aspects in the underground loop.  Arrangements in the loop were dis-
cussed.
Rod Smith asked about signalling arrangements on the Flinders Street Viaduct.  The use of uncontrolled
home signals and banner signals was discussed.
Chris King asked if the Council Siding at Upper Ferntree Gully would be used for stabling electric
trains.  The answer given was no.
Vance Findlay provided a summary of John Hearsch�s talk to the ARE meeting last night and noted that
the handover to the new suburban train and tram operators is scheduled for 03:00 hours on Tuesday 1
December 2009
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Bob Whitehead provided details of recent progress on the North East Broad Gauge conversion project.
Bob Whitehead discussed proposals for additional country rollingstock and the introduction of passen-
ger services to Maryborough.
Bob Whitehead described progress on the subway works at Broadmeadows.
Andrew Waugh discussed the recent collision on the Washington DC metro system and provided an
update on investigations.  Questions remain around whether or not the track circuits detected the trains
involved.  A number of recommendations from the NTSB were discussed.
Chris King described his experiences with sequentially operated track circuits in South Africa.

Syllabus Item: -  The President introduced member Noel Reed from New South Wales to present the Syllabus Item.
Noel presented a selection of approximately 100 slides from his collection. The slides were taken during
Noel�s time working in the UK in the 1950�s. Apart from viewing railway signalling subjects, many
views of tramway systems from across the UK and Europe were seen.  Many of the slides had not been
viewed before. The presentation was thoroughly enjoyed by those present.

At the completion of the Syllabus Item, The President thanked Noel for the entertainment & this was followed by
acclamation from those present, along with the promise of a future invitation for another presentation.
Meeting closed at 22:01 hours.
The next meeting will be on Friday 18 September, 2009 at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre,
Bedford Avenue, Surrey Hill, commencing at 20:00 hours (8.00pm).

SIGNALLING ALTERATIONS

The following alterations were published in WN 20/09 to WN 28/09 and ETRB A circulars. The alterations have been
edited to conserve space. Dates in parenthesis are the dates of publication, which may not be the date of the alteration.

15.05.2009 Dandenong (SW 120/09, WN 20)
On Saturday, 15.5., the unit lever panel was replaced by a United Group VDU based control system.

(19.05.2009) Melbourne Yard - Moonee Ponds Creek (SW 71/09, WN 20)
Diagram 13/09 (Moonee Ponds Creek) replaced 65/08 showing the ARTC alterations to the Appleton
Dock line with the provision of the new Footscray Road bridge. The signalling associated with the
former Footscray Road level crossing has been abolished, and separate leads provided for the Appleton
Dock area (Patricks/ABA) and for the West Swanson Dock (P&O). The new Westgate sidings are shown
leading off the Appleton Dock line, but are spiked out of use.

(19.05.2009) Sunshine - Wendouree (SW 65/09, WN 20)
Operating Procedures 67 (Sunshine - Bungaree defective signals) and 74 (Ballarat - Wendouree defective
signals) were reissued to correct the safeworkingradio channel.

19.05.2009 Warracknabeal (SW 64/09, WN 20)
On Tuesday, 19.5., Down Home A (mechanical semaphore) was replaced by a new Post 1 with a LED
head at the same location. A white back light was provided on the new post. Up Homes J and M were
redressed with LED heads.

20.05.2009 Murtoa (SW 67/09 & 70/09, WN 20)
On Wednesday, 20.5., road traffic advance warning signs were provided at Wimmera Highway (297.547
km). The existing 5P keyswitches at Posts 298/8 and 298/14 were replaced with three position V5PSW
keyswitches which will indicate the operation of the advance warning signs.
Diagram 50/09 (Murtoa) replaced a portion of Diagram 88/07 (Glenorchy - Murtoa). Diagram 88/07 will
remain in use for those sections of line not covered by 50/09.

22.05.2009 Watchem (TON 191/09, WN 21)
On Friday, 22.5., No 3 Road was booked back into service. The Master Key locked points have been
unspiked.

23.05.2009 Thomastown (SW 129/09, WN 21)
On Saturday, 23.5., the pedestrian boom barriers at the foot crossing at the Down end of the platform
(19.166 km) were replaced by automatic pedestrian gates.

23.05.2009 Sale - Sale Industrial Siding (SW 68/09 & 69/09, WN 20)
On Saturday, 23.5., and Sunday, 24.5., the Sale Industrial Siding was abolished. The up and down main
line points, duplex locks, rodded connections, and pushbuttons were abolished. The Down Automatic
signal protecting Hunt Place was abolished.
The Up and Down location boards at Sale were relocated to be 2500 metres from the outer facing points.
Diagram 37/09 (Traralgon - Sale) replaced 36/08.

24.05.2009 Clifton Hill - Merri (SW 126/09, WN 21)
On Sunday, 24.5., the following signalling alterations took places.
* When Up Home CHL121 is at stop, Up Automatics T184 and T188 will be held at stop until the approach-

ing train has been proved to be travelling at less than 36 km/h.
* Down Home CHL110 was provided with �fleeting� mode.
* The approach clearing timing  track for CHL129 was altered.
* The Walker St gate approach was altered.
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(26.05.2009) Sandringham (SW 133/09, WN 21)
Commencing forthwith the signalbox hours will be

Monday - Thursday ............................ 0505-0635, 0840-0910, 1650-1710, 2335-0030 the next day
Friday ................................................... 0515-0635, 0840-0910, 1650-1710, 2335-0120 the next day
Saturday .......................................................................................... 0505-0605, 0720-0735, 2335-2355
Sunday .................................................. 0035-0120, 0740-0810, 1020-1120, 2335-0035 the next day

26.05.2009 Nunga (TON 196/09, WN 22)
On Monday, 26.5., the Up end of the siding was booked back into service for track machine use only.

26.05.2009 Kiamal (TON 195/09, WN 22)
On Monday, 26.5., the Up end of the siding was booked back into service for track machine use only.

26.05.2009 Redcliffs (TON 194/09, WN 22)
On Monday, 26.5., the Up end of the siding was booked back into service for track machine use only.

27.05.2009 Kilmore East (SW 73/09, WN 21)
On Tuesday, 27.5., the Down refuge was booked back into use. The main line points will be worked
from a ground frame rodded to the derail and crowder and secured by a B pattern Annett lock. Lever 12
was restored to use and a duplicate Annett lock was provided on the lever. Removal of the Annett key
from Lever 12 secures the lever reverse. SW 167/05 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 86/08 (Heathcote
Junction - Kilmore East).

27.05.2009 Traralgon - Rosedale (SW 77/09, WN 21)
On Wednesday, 27.5., the open level crossings at Barrs Lane (168.960 km) and Upper Flynns Creek Road
(172.235 km) were provided with flashing lights operated by predictors. Remote monitoring equipment
was provided. Trains travelling at more than 50 km/h passing the predictor boards may accelerate
between the predictor board and the level crossing.

28.05.2009 Warracknabeal (SW 74/09, WN 21)
On Thursday, 28.5., road traffic active advance warning signs were provided at Henty Highway (350.771
km) on the Down side of Warracknabeal. The Master Key lock on the Down end points to Warrackside
was replaced by an F pattern Annett lock, and a Master/Annett key exchange apparatus was provided at
the points. Three position V5PSW keyswitches were provided at the Down end Warrackside points and
on the Up side of the crossing to control the level crossing during shunting moves. The existing
noticeboard at the Down end Warrackside points were replaced by new boards at the points and on the
Up side of the level crossing lettered �Shunting trains must not enter the roadway until the flashing
lights have operated for 25 seconds�.

29.05.2009 Seymour (SW 81/09, WN 22)
On Friday, 29.5., Nos 4 and 5 Roads were abolished to allow for the construction of the new broad gauge
platform. The hand points at each end were secured to lie for No 3 Road. Amend Diagram 32/07.

31.05.2009 Marshall (SW 79/09, WN 21)
On Saturday, 31.5., the flashing lights at Reserve Rd (80.526 km) on the Down side of Marshall were
provided with boom barriers. Diagram 58/09 (Marshall) replaced 120/08.

31.05.2009 Craigieburn (SW 142/09 & 149/09, WN 21 & 22)
On Sunday, 31.5., six additional train stabling sidings (numbered 7 to 12) were commissioned, but were
not available for traffic.
Dwarfs CGB572 (Siding No 7), CGB574 (No 8), CGB576 (No 9), CGB578 (No 10), CGB582 (No 11), and
CGB584 (No 12) were provided. All signals are LED and display a purple light for stop. Crossover 448,
Points 449, 450, 451, 452, and 453, and Derail and Crowder 449, 450, 451, 452, 453, and 454 were provided.
All points and derails are operated by dual control point machines.
Diagram 17/09 (Craigieburn) replaced 120/07.

01.06.2009 Newport - Pyrenees (SW 82/09, WN 22)
Commencing Monday, 1.6., Master Keys 30 - 35 engraved �Newport - Pyrenees� will be withdrawn from
Newport, Murtoa & Dimboola signalboxes and returned to the Manager Incidents and Safeworking.

(02.06.2009) Operation of Passenger Trains on Freight Lines (TON 205/09, WN 22)
Passenger trains containing passengers are not permitted to operate between South Kensington - Sims St
Junction, West Footscray - Sunshine, Newport - Brooklyn (West Line) and Brooklyn - Sunshine unless
specifically authorised. Permission to operate passenger trains carrying passengers on these lines during
a disruption of blockage on the normal passenger lines must be requested by the senior Train Control-
ler to the V/Line Maintenance Manager.

(02.06.2009) Spencer St (SW 148/09, WN 22)
Commencing forthwith the routing restrictions in SW 248/08 (WN 24/08) will be cancelled.

08.06.2009 Craigieburn (SW 157/09, WN 23)
On Monday, 8.6., main line Crossovers 433 (Up end) and 419 (Down end) were installed but not commis-
sioned. Amend Diagram 120/07.

(09.06.2009) Flinders St - Spencer St (SW 151/09, WN 23)
The restrictions on locomotives travelling over the viaducts have been revised. The preferred route for
locomotives is via the Through Suburban lines with a maximum speed limit of 25 km/h. If it is not
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possible to route a locomotive via the Through Suburban lines, it may be routed via the Northern or
Caulfield lines at a maximum speed of 20 km/h, but in this case another train is not permitted to use the
other line over the south viaduct. No locomotives are permitted to use the Burnley or Clifton Hill lines.

(09.06.2009) Craigieburn (SW 158/09, WN 23)
Stabling Sidings 7 -12 are now available for traffic.

11.06.2009 Mitiamo (SW 84/09, WN 23)
On Thursday, 11.6., boom barriers were provided at the existing passive crossing at Serpentine Road
(226.381 km) on the Up side of Mitiamo. Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment
is provided. Trains travelling at least 50 km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the
predictor board and the level crossing.

13.06.2009 Ararat (TON 217/09, WN 23)
Commencing Monday, 13.6., the Train Staff for the Ballarat - Ararat section is to be locked away after the
arrival of the last Down train and obtained by the Driver of the first Up the next morning.

20.06.2009 Clifton Hill - Westgarth (SW 159/09, WN 25)
On Saturday, 20.6., pedestrian gates were commissioned at Walker St (7.218 km) and Cunningham St
(7.358 km).

21.06.2009 North Geelong - Corio Quay Siding (SW 85/09, WN 24)
On Sunday, 21.6., the connection to the new Corio Quay siding will be commissioned.
Dual gauge points CGL39 were provided in the Corio Independent Goods line facing northbound trains,
and Dual gauge catch points CGL47 provided at the exit of the siding. Both CGL39 and CGL47 are
operated by dual control point machines. Dwarf CGL54 was provided to control movements from the
siding and is fitted with �V� and �S� indicators and arrow route indicators. Security gates CGL45 were
provided in advance of Dwarf CGL54 and will be interlocked with signals CGL40, CGL48, and CGL54.
The security gates can be operated from the VDU and will close automatically after the passage of trains.
Keyswitches were provided for local operation of the gate.
The theatre route indicator on Home CGL40 was altered to display �Q� for moves to the Corio Quay
siding, and the signal was altered to display a low speed aspect. The low speed aspect will also be
displayed for moves to the Grain Loop or the Independent Goods line if the track ahead is occupied.
Dwarf CGL48 was provided with arrow route indicators.
After commissioning, Points CGL39 and Catch CGL47 were secured normal and Dwarf CGL54 was
booked out of service.
Amend Diagram 14/09 (North Short to North Geelong).

21.06.2009 Marong (SW 86/09, WN 24)
On Sunday ,21.6., boom barriers and road traffic advance active warning signs were provided at the
existing flashing light crossing at Calder Hwy (Alternative) (180.930 km) at the former site of Marong.
Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided.

22.06.2009 Bealiba (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the Down end points were removed. The Up end points and Nos 2 and 3 Roads will
remain booked out of service. SW 95/08 re stabling of track machines at Bealiba was cancelled. Amend
Diagram 42/06 (Bealiba - Emu).

22.06.2009 Massey (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. Amend Diagram 98/08 (Donald Loop - Morton
Plains).

22.06.2009 Morton Plains (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. TON 49/09 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 98/08
(Donald Loop - Morton Plains).

22.06.2009 Curyo (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the Down end points were removed. The Up end points remain booked out of service.
Amend Diagram 32/08 (Birchip - Woomelang).

22.06.2009 Watchupga (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. Amend Diagram 32/08 (Birchip - Woomelang).

22.06.2009 Gama (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. TON 343/09 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 06/07
(Lascelles - Nunga).

22.06.2009 Turriff (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. TON 343/09 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 06/07
(Lascelles - Nunga).
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22.06.2009 Nunga (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. TON 196/09 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 06/07
(Lascelles - Nunga).

22.06.2009 Kiamal (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and the Up and Down end points were removed. The siding
and all safeworking and signage will be removed. TON 195/09 is cancelled. Amend Diagram 08/07
(Ouyen - Carwarp).

22.06.2009 Hattah (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the Up end points were removed. The Down end points and No 2 Road remain
booked out of service as per SW 139/05. Amend Diagram 08/07 (Ouyen - Carwarp).

22.06.2009 Mildura - Caltex Siding (SW 91/09, WN 25)
On Monday, 22.6., the siding was abolished and main line points were removed. The siding and all
safeworking will be removed. Amend Diagram 30/07 (Yatpool - Irymple)

22.06.2009 Lake Boga (SW 88/09, WN 24)
On Monday, 22.6., boom barriers and road traffic advance active warning signs were provided at the
existing flashing light crossing at Murray Valley Hwy (336.527 km) on the Down side of Lake Boga.
Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided. Trains travelling at least 50
km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the predictor board and the level crossing.

23.06.2009 Mittyack (SW 87/09, WN 24)
On Tuesday, 21.6., road traffic active advance warning signs were provided at Calder Hwy (466.983 km).
The existing 5P keyswitch at the Up end points to operate the flashing lights was replaced by a three
position V5PSW keyswitch that indicates the operation of the advance warning signs.

28.06.2009 Tottenham - Sunshine (SW 177/09, WN 26)
On Sunday. 28.6., Automatics M395 and M406 were converted to LEDs.

28.06.2009 Ruthven - Keon Park (SW 176/09, WN 26)
On Sunday, 28.6., a DDA compliant crib crossing was provided at the Church St pedestrian crossing and
Yodalarm type Y03 alarms were fitted.

29.06.2009 Wallan (SW 92/09, 172/09, & 99/09, WN 25 & 26)
On Monday, 29.6., Down Home Post 5 (Home 8) was replaced by a new post with LED head situated 7
metres from the Down end of the Down platform. A co-acting signal is provided on the mast. A V5PSW
keyswitch was provided at the Down end of the platform to control Home 8 when Wallan is switched
out. Amend Diagram 84/08 (Donnybrook - Wallan).

29.06.2009 Shepparton (TON 243/09, WN 26)
On Monday, 2.6., the baulks on the Dookie line at 182.600 km were removed for the running of EM100.

(30.06.2009) Wendouree (SW 93/09, WN 26)
Automatic pedestrian gates were commissioned at Gillies St (123.113 km).

(30.06.2009) Camberwell (SW 171/09, WN 26)
Due to derailment damage, Siding A has been temporarily shortened by 8.8 metres.

30.06.2009 Seymour - Tocumwal, Benalla - Oaklands (SW 97/09, WN 26)
On Tuesday, 30.6., Master Keys 51-60 used for the Seymour - Wodonga, Seymour - Tocumwal, Toolamba
- Echuca, and Benalla - Oaklands corridors will be replaced by Master Keys 51-55 for the Seymour -
Tocumwal, Toolamba - Echuca, and Shepparton - Dookie lines (engraved �SEY - TCL - ECH - DKE�) and
Master Keys 59 & 60 for the Benalla - Oaklands line (engraved �BEN - OAK�).

30.06.2009 Shepparton - Dookie (SW 100/09, WN 26)
On Tuesday, 30.6., the EM100 Track Recording Vehicle will operate between Shepparton and Dookie (see
S09/5141). The following instructions will apply for the operation of the junction points.
An Operation and Safeworking Supervisor will attend the junction at 184.441 km on the Down side of
New Dookie Road. He will contact the Train Controller to confirm that there are no rail movements in
the Shepparton - Tocumwal section and obtain permission to reverse the junction points. After obtaining
permission he will reverse and clip the junction points and inform the Train Controller. The Train
Controller will then issue a Return Train Order to EM100. The suggested wording of the order is �Work
Shepparaton - Tocumwal section as required - Proceed to Dookie and return to Shepparton.�
Upon return of EM100, the Supervisor is to operate the test switch for the New Dookie Rd level crossing
prior to EM100 passing the 185 km post at the Shepparton Oil Sidings and the driver advised. Once
EM100 is clear of the junction, the points are to be restored normal and secured. The Train Controller is
to be advised accordingly.

02.07.2009 Winchelsea (SW 96/09, WN 26)
On Thursday, 2.7., the boom barriers were provided at the existing flashing lights at Inverleigh Rd
(111.769 km) on the Up side of Winchelsea. The crossing is worked by a predictor.
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02.07.2009 Murchison East (SW 95/09 & 106/09, WN 26 & 27)
On Thursday, 2.7., Up Home Post 4 was replaced by a new post with a LED head situated at the same
location. Indication lights for the new Post 4 were provided at the Down end points and on the platform.
Nos 2 and 3 Roads are out of use with the main line points secured normal. Murchison East is available
for follow-on movements.
Amend Diagram 6/09 (Nagambie - Toolamba).

03.07.2009 Benalla - Oaklands (SW 98/09, WN 26)
At 0700 hours on Friday, 3.7., control of this line was transferred from V/Line to ARTC. Immediately
prior to the transfer the Absolute Occupation (SW 219/09) of the line will be withdrawn and immedi-
ately after transfer the ARTC Train Controller Junee  will issue a new Absolute Occupation under the
ARTC rules. Operating Procedures 34-105A Oaklands - AWB (SW 154/03) and 34-105B Oaklands - Grain
Corporation Siding (SW 118/07) were cancelled. Master Keys 59 and 60 engraved �Benalla - Oaklands�
will be transferred to ARTC.

06.07.2009 Echuca (TON 262/09, WN 27)
On Wednesday, 6.7., Nos 4 and 5 Roads have been booked back into service.

(07.07.2009) Marshall - Woolscour Lane (TON 255/09, WN 27)
The PCR at Woolscour Lane (78.250 km) has been closed to road traffic.

(07.07.2009) West Footscray (SW 182/09, WN 27)
The trailing main line crossover at the Down end has been removed.

07.07.2009 Terang (SW 90/09, 94/09, & 102/09, WN 25, 26 & 27)
On Tuesday, 7.7., flashing lights were provided at the unprotected crossing at Seymour St (220.975 km).
Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided. Trains travelling at least 50
km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the predictor board and the level crossing.

07.07.2009 Traralgon - Rosedale (SW 103/09, WN 27)
On Tuesday, 7.7., flashing lights were provided at the unprotected crossing at Friends Rd (179.202 km).
Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided. Trains travelling at least 50
km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the predictor board and the level crossing.

07.07.2009 Rosedale - Sale (SW 104/09, WN 27)
On Tuesday, 7.7., flashing lights were provided at the unprotected crossing at Settlement Rd (191.638
km). Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided. Trains travelling at
least 50 km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the predictor board and the level crossing.

08.07.2009 Swan Hill (SW 107/09, WN 27)
On Tuesday, 7.7., the Rail Motor Siding (between the platform and McCallum St), the Caltex Siding, and
the BP Siding were all abolished and the main line points removed. The sidings and associated signal-
ling equipment will be removed.

08.07.2009 Sale - Stratford (SW 105/09, WN 27)
On Wednesday, 8.7., boom barriers were provided at the existing flashing lights at Montgomery Rd
(214.294 km). Operation is via a predictor and remote monitoring equipment is provided.

(14.07.2009) Status of Train Order Locations (SW 116/09, WN 28)
Operating Procedure 131 has been reissued. SW 57/09 and SW 114/09 are cancelled.

(14.07.2009) Kerang (SW 268/09, WN 28)
The PCR at Rundle St (290.901 km) on the Down side of Kerang has been permanently closed.

(14.07.2009) Barnes (SW 115/09, WN 28)
Due to infrequent traffic movements, commencing forthwith the signals will normally kept at stop. A
signaller must attend Barnes for all train movements.

(14.07.2009) Shepparton - Tocumwal (SW 113/09, WN 28)
Commencing forthwith it will only be necessary to issue Master Keys to trains that are shunting at the
intermediate sidings (Congupna, Wunghnu, Numurkah, or Katunga).

16.07.2009 Wallan (SW 111/09, WN 28)
On Thursday, 16.7., automatic pedestrian gates and electronic bells were provided at the foot crossing at
the Down end of the platforms (47.555 km). The gates are operated by predictors and are fitted with
remote monitoring. Trains travelling at least 50 km/h at the predictor board may accelerate between the
predictor board and the level crossing.
Operation of the V5PSW keyswitch at the Down end of the Down platform to the cancel position when
Wallan is switched out will restore Home 8 to stop. The pedestrian gates will open after a 300 second
rundown. If the keyswitch is then turned to �Proceed�, Home 8 will reclear after the pedestrian gates
have opened.
Signalling Diagram 56/09 (Donnybrook - Wallan) replaced 84/08.
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THE COMMISSIONING OF SIGNALLING ON THE NE STANDARD GAUGE

When the current works on the northeastern standard gauge
are completed, there will be very little left of the original
CTC signalling. Spencer Street has already been rearranged
and resignalled, as has the section between Sims St Junc-
tion and Tottenham. The provision of an extended crossing
loop along the Albion - Broadmeadows line will see the
abolition of McIntrye and Tullamarine Loops. Some years
ago, Somerton Loop and Wallan Loops were extended, and
work is now in progress on providing very long crossing
loops (�passing lanes�) at Donnybrook, Kilmore East, and
Tallarook. The work associated with the creation of a dou-
ble track standard gauge line north of Seymour will see the
existing signalling between Seymour and Wodonga Loop
abolished. Finally, the Wodonga by-pass will see an en-
tirely new line between Wodonga Loop and the border. It
is consequently opportune to document the provision of
this signalling when the standard gauge was opened nearly
50 years ago.

The stages of introducing the signalling on NE stand-
ard gauge were not published in the Weekly Notice. It is
possible that this silence relates to a degree of political
sensitivity on the introduction of the signalling on the
gauge as there had been an embarassing scandle for the
Victorian government involving the tender for the signal-
ling. The events are described in �Why the CTC was late�,
Somersault Vol 22 No 6 pp101-106, but a precis is given
here.

When the tenders for the standard gauge CTC were
evaluated in 1959, two companies emerged as the front
runners: the Horsham Foundry & Engineering Co Ltd, and
McKenzie and Holland (Australia) p/l. McKenzie and Hol-
land should need no introduction to the readers of this
journal, but the Horsham Foundary and Engineering Coy
are not so well known! The Horsham Foundry was located
in the city of the same name and had been established in
the ninteenth century to manufacture farming implements.
In January 1958 the then owners announced that they would
close the foundry as it was unprofitable. This caused sig-
nificant dismay locally and considerable political pressure
was exerted to save the foundry. The Horsham Foundry &
Engineering Co Ltd was established to take over the foun-
dry, primarily using $15,000 lent to the company by the
State government through the Decentralisation Depart-
ment.

A relationship was established between the Horsham
Foundry and the Kyosan Electrical Manufacturing Co of
Japan. Kyosan was an established supplier of signalling
equipment, primarily to the Japanese Railways, and was
looking to expand its overseas sales. Kyosan subsequently
purchased shares in the Horsham Foundry who changed
their name to the Horsham-Kyosan Engineering Co Ltd.
The Horsham Foundry tendered for a number of VR sig-
nalling contracts but had been unsuccessful.

The evaluation of the tenders for the NE standard gauge
signalling showed that the system offered by the Horsham
Foundry was cheaper than that offered by McKenzie and
Holland, but that this cost saving disappeared as it would
be necessary to purchase spare parts (the McKenzie and
Holland system largely used signalling equipment already
in use by the Victorian Railways). It was also a relay based
system which would have no capacity to add additional
signalled locations, whereas McKenzie and Holland were
offering the �Westronic� system. This transistorised system
was not only faster in transmitting information between
the control office and the field locations than a relay sys-
tem, but had substantial excess capacity to control addi-

tional locations. Finally, only about 65% of the contract
price would be spent in Victoria for the Horsham Foundry,
compared with 80% with McKenzie and Holland. The Vic-
torian Railways accordingly recommended that the con-
tract be given to McKenzie and Holland.

The Victorian government was not happy with this rec-
ommendation. The Horsham Foundry was going bank-
rupt which meant that the government could forsee not
only facing renewed political pressure to save the foundry,
but also political embarasement over the loss of the loan
used to establish the company. The NE standard gauge con-
tract offered a chance for the company to trade out of its
difficulties. In an effort to gain the contract, the Horsham
Foundry not only offered to supply the necessary spare
parts for free, but to supply an equivalent transistorised
solution for the same price as that tendered by McKenzie
and Holland. However, the government�s legal advice was
that they could not accept this offer as it was not part of the
company�s tender. The government decided the only course
was to re-advertise the contract.

Fortunately, perhaps, for the Victorian Railways, the
Horsham company collapsed and was sold in April 1960 to
a company that had no interest in signalling. The contract
for the NE standard gauge signalling between Dynon and
Wodonga was let subsequently to McKenzie and Holland
in June 1960. This affair probably caused about a 10 month
delay in starting the installation of signalling on the stand-
ard gauge and meant that the new signalling system would
not be ready for either the opening of the standard gauge,
or the introduction of the new prestige passenger services.

Construction signalling

Most of the construction activity on the new standard gauge
line was undertaken using road vehicles. However, much
(though not all) ballasting was carried out by rail. This
involved providing signalling during construction to pro-
tect some of the locations where the new standard gauge
crossed existing broad gauge lines on the level.

According to �Six and a Half Inches from Destiny� by
Keith Turton (ARHS (Vic), 1973), 41 miles of track were
made available for ballast train operations on 4 July 1961
at the Wodonga end of the new line. As Bowser is 41 1/2
miles south of Albury, Bowser probably marks the initial
scope of operations of the ballast train. The train comprised
of W266 and five regauged NN ballast hoppers and it was
loaded from temporary staging at the future Wodonga
Loop.

On 23 August 1961 signalling was provided on the stand-
ard gauge line at Bowser to protect the grade crossing. This
signalling consisted of a single Up Home (U20) and Down
Home (20). Both Homes were two position light signals,
probably the eventual three position home signals, worked
from lever 20 in the new broad gauge signalbox. Post 20
was 100 yards from signal box and U20 was 900 yards from
signal box.

Turton states that the second section of the works sid-
ing, from Wangaratta to Seymour, was opened on 7 Octo-
ber 1961. This was probably actually from Bowser. It is not
known how the grade crossings at Wangaratta (Cattle Sid-
ing), Benalla (Oil Sidings on the former Tatong line),
Mangalore (Defence Siding), and Seymour (Loco and De-
fence Siding) were worked. As these grade crossings were
all sidings it is probable that they were protected by flag-
men controlled by the signaller at the adjacent signalbox.
The broad gauge signalling for the Mangalore grade cross-
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ing had been commissioned on 19 February 1961, that at
Benalla on 19 March 1961, Seymour in September 1961 and
Wangaratta in October 1961.

Turton notes that shortly after the line was made avail-
able to Seymour the 1942 Goulburn River bridge was con-
verted to standard gauge and ballasting then continued
southwards. A new ballast loading point was established
at Broadford.

Ballasting south of Seymour involved the crossing of
the second branch line, at Tallarook. On 12 November 1961
mechanical home signals were provided at Tallarook to
protect the broad gauge connections to the Yea line and the
goods yard. Down Home Post 1B (lever 38) was located 540
yards on the Up side of the signalbay, and Up Home Post
19 (lever 19) was located 490 yards on the Down side. The
lever that would become the CTC release (lever 22) was
provided but was operated as a pilot lever initially. The
Tallarook grade crossing subsequently caused problems
as on 21 December 1961 the Block and Signal Inspector
reported that track locking on the Mansfield line became
locked when two SG diesel locomotives approached Home
19 in the Up direction. The trouble was diagnosed as the
omission of a pair of insulated joints in the SG line and
these were installed on 22 December 1961.

The existing signalling at Albistore siding (between
Albion and Broadmeadows) was abolished on 26 Novem-
ber 1961 when the former Up line was taken out of use for
conversion to standard gauge. Points were provided in the
former Down line (now a bi-directionally signalled line
worked by ATC) and were secured by an electric switch
lock. Technically, the siding appeared to be available for
use at this time, but it had not been used for some time and
there is some doubt whether the actual grade crossing was
ever installed.

The signalling for the Broadstore grade crossing at
Broadmeadows was commissioned on 26 November 1961,
but the siding was spiked out of use. Mechanical home
signals Posts 25B and 26B (levers 17 and B) were provided
on the standard gauge line.

By mid December 1961 the broad gauge crossover at
Somerton had been spiked out of use, as was the broad
gauge connection to the yard and Upfield line. Broad gauge
access to Ford�s Siding at Upfield could, of course, be ob-
tained via Coburg.

Signalling was provided at the Munistore, Sunshine and
Seymour grade crossings just prior to the opening of the
standard guage line.

The first test train, hauled by S316 and S317, was worked
from Wodonga to West Footscray Junction (possibly actu-
ally the future Sunshine Loop) on 3 December 1961. It could
not proceed further as the works beyond West Footscray
Junction to Dynon were incomplete.

The standard gauge line between Albury and Wodonga
had been in use since 1883. By 1961 it was essentially a
goods only branch providing standard gauge access to the
transhipment sidings and Bandianna (both at Wodonga
Coal Sidings box), and the Wodonga cattle yards (at
Wodonga A). The standard gauge line was worked by elec-
tric staff with the sections Albury South - Wodonga Coal
Sidings - Wodonga B. The standard gauge track was
gauntleted with the broad gauge track over the Murray
River and both the standard and broad gauge lines were
worked with the miniature electric staff instruments origi-
nally provided for the broad gauge line. The Wodonga
Coal Sidings - Wodonga B standard gauge section was
worked using large electric staffs. Both Wodonga Coal Sid-
ings and Wodonga were fully interlocked and there were
fully interlocked grade crossings at WodongaCoal Sidings,
Wodonga B and Wodonga A boxes. At Wodonga, the stand-

ard gauge line crossed over one leg of the triangular con-
nection to the Tallangatta line and then the main line at
Hovell Street. It then passed behind Wodonga B box and
over High Street. The line then passed around the back of
the goods shed (Nos 6 and 7 Roads) and then crossed all
running lines at the Up end of the yard to the cattle sidings.

On 16 April 1961 the indirect connection to the cattle
sidings behind the goods shed was taken out of use. A new
direct connection was provided from Hovell St, around the
back of the station buildings, to the cattle sidings (Diagram
4/61). The new connection crossed both broad gauge legs
to the Tallangatta line at grade, but eliminated the double
crossing of the main line. The signalling was slightly re-
arranged; the main change being the provision of a Down
Home for standard gauge moves (replacing the former disc)
and a rearrangement of the Up signals at the actual junc-
tion. Flashing lights were provided at the station access
road on 3 October 1961

A new Wodonga A box was brought into service on 10
December 1961 (Diagram 18/61) which allowed the stand-
ard gauge signalling at the cattle yards to be commissioned.
The full standard gauge signalling was provided at this
time at Wodonga A, including closing facilities for the
standard gauge (which may never have been used).
Wodonga A worked the standard gauge cattle sidings, to-
gether with a diesel siding where the VR standard gauge
shunter for the Albury/Wodonga region was to be sta-
bled.

Still further north, the gauntlet track over the Murrary
River bridge was abolished on 17 December 1961 and sepa-
rate broad and standard gauge tracks were reinstated be-
tween Wodonga Coal Sidings and Albury South box. Large
electric staff instruments were provided to control the
standard gauge section Wodonga Coal Siding - Albury
South. Post 35 at Wodonga Coal Sidings was abolished and
the broad gauge Up Home on the right hand doll of Post 35
was replaced by a distant.

Further south, more signalling was provided on the
standard gauge in the lead up to the opening for goods
traffic. On 28 November 1961 the Up and Down home sig-
nals (light) at Alumatta and Chiltern crossing loops were
lit. As the line was still considered to be a works siding, the
signals were then promptly taken out of service by the
addition of a black cross on each signal. There is no record
of the lighting of the signals at the remaining crossing
loops.

Just prior to the opening to traffic, on 29 December
1961, signalling was provided to protect the grade cross-
ings at Sunshine and Seymour. At Sunshine mechanical
homes Down Home Post 39B and Up Home Post 43 were
provided on the standard gauge line to protect the crossing
to Sidings C (the Sunshine Harvester Works). These were
worked by levers 77 and 78 in the signalbox, and pilot
lever 7 (the future CTC release) was provided at the same
time. At Seymour three mechanical home signals were pro-
vided. Down Home Post 9B and Up Home Post 17B were
worked from Seymour A box to protect the station access
road. Seymour B controlled the Down Home on Post 9B
(lever 50) and worked Up Home Post 33B (lever 51) to pro-
tect the grade crossings into the locomotive sidings. Like
other locations, the future CTC release lever (lever 37 in
this case) was provided, but worked initially as a pilot
lever. The points to the standard gauge engine siding were
secured by a staff lock; the key being the Broadford Loop -
Seymour Loop electric staff.

The standard gauge signalling at Dynon and West
Footscray was commissioned with the opening to traffic of
the standard gauge line and will be considered in the next
section.
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Opening to goods traffic

The standard gauge line was opened to goods traffic on 3
January 1962. The first train was No 405 Overnight Express
(4052 in Victoria) which departed from Alexandra Yard
(NSW) at 1525 on Tuesday, 2 January, and arrived at Dynon
the following morning. The first Down train was No 4061
ex Dynon which departed at 1145 on 3 January. The new
line was subject to a 40 mph speed limit between Dynon
and Wodonga, with lower speed limits at particular loca-
tions.

From a safeworking point of view the new line was
worked by three position signalling between South Dynon
Junction (the present Simms St Junction) to West Footscray
Junction. Between West Footscray Junction and Seymour
Loop the line was worked by miniature electric staff with
the sections West Footscray - Somerton Loop - Donnybrook
Loop - Broadford Loop - Seymour Loop. All locations were
equipped with automatic staff exchangers. Beyond
Seymour Loop, Train Staff and Ticket working was in force
with the sections Seymour Loop - Longwood Loop - Benalla
Loop - Alumatta Loop - Chiltern Loop - Wodonga.
Safeworking was then large electric staff working with the
sections Wodonga - Wodonga Coal Sidings - Albury South.
The exact endpoints of the safeworking at Wodonga are
not clear, but it is thought the Train Staff and Ticket work-
ing was to Wodonga A box, while Wodonga B worked the
electric staff to the Coal Sidings, with electric locking be-
tween the two boxes. It should be noted that neither
Wodonga A nor Wodonga B could cross a standard gauge
train and so some care must have been taken to prevent
accepting two trains towards Wodonga at the one time.

The Working Time Table for the opening (and subse-
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quently) generally referred to the standard gauge
loops by the name of the adjacent broad gauge
station with text �(S.G. Loop)� appended. In the lead
up to the opening, however, the Traffic branch
specifically requested the use of the names ending
in �Loop� for the Train Staff sections north of
Seymour to prevent confusion. They also informed
the W&W branch that selector telephones con-
nected to Seymour Control would be required at
all loops beyond Seymour, indicating that the
Seymour Train Control office was responsible for
working north of Seymour at this time.

From a signalling point of view, the CTC had
not, of course, been commissioned and so each
location was operated locally. Representative dia-
grams of the locations are shown on this and the
following pages.

The Melbourne end of the standard gauge line
was worked from the new �Dynon� panel located
in South Kensington signalbox . The panel worked
the western connections to North and South
Dynon yards, the triangular South Dynon Junc-
tion, and West Footscray Junction when West
Footscray box was switched out. The standard
gauge line eastwards to Spencer Street was not in
service at this time, however the line may have
been in use at least as far as the connection to the
standard gauge Dynon Loco. Dynon panel had
been commissioned in October 1961 to work the
broad gauge connections to South Dynon (previ-
ously these had been on the frame at South Ken-
sington). The standard gauge signalling was com-
missioned  on the 3 January 1962. The signalling
worked by the panel was all colour light signals
and motor operated points; and few subsequent
changes were made.

From South Dynon Junction the standard gauge
trains ran over the former Main Goods Lines to
West Footscray; these lines were now dual gauge,
but continued to be worked by three position au-
tomatic signalling.

The signalling at West Footscray Junction was
interesting. Essentially, the junction was
configured so that the Dynon panel worked the
junction between the broad and standard gauge
line when West Footscray was switched out, but it
was worked locally when West Footscray was
switched in. Initially, however, West Footscray
was switched in for all standard gauge movements
as the standard gauge section between West
Footscray and Sunshine was worked by electric
staff. The end of the double line from South Dynon
Junction was a short distance beyond the junction
between the broad and standard gauge lines. The
junction points were worked from Dynon panel,
but West Footscray controlled the Up Home from
the single line.

A short distance beyond the end of the double
line at West Footscray was the first grade cross-
ing. This was the broad gauge connection to the
Commonwealth Governments stores complex
(Munistore). The crossing was worked from a 5
lever ground frame which was not, at this stage,
electrically released. Instead the ground frame
worked a mechanical Home signal on the stand-
ard gauge for Down trains, and controlled the Up
Outer Home (light) for West Footscray Junction.
The standard gauge connection to Munistore was
not in service.
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single mechanical home arrival signal was provided 200
yards outside the facing points at each end. Each Home
could be worked from a quadrant at the safeworking cabin,
or by a second quadrant at the main line points. The cripple
sidings were worked from a one lever ground frame rodded
to catch points in the sidings, and the points in No 2 Road
were secured by hand locking bars. The signalling was
similar to that provided at a typical plunger locked cross-
ing loop (the point motor included a facing point lock), the
major difference being that it appears that the Homes did
not detect the position of the main line points. Somerton
was also the location of a grade crossing, situated just on
the Up side of the standard gauge loop, that provided ac-
cess to the broad gauge yard and the Upfield branch. The

The second grade crossing was at Sunshine where the
lead to Sidings C (and the Sunshine Harvestor Works)
crossed the standard gauge (no diagram is provided for
this location). As already mentioned, the signalling here
was commissioned just prior to the opening of the stand-
ard gauge and consisted of Up and Down mechanical Home
signals worked from Sunshine signalbox.

The standard gauge crossing loops at Sunshine Loop,
McIntyre Loop, and Tullamarine Loop were spiked out of
use, as were the grade crossings at Albistore and Broadstore
(Broadmeadows).

The first standard gauge crossing loop was located at
Somerton (above), and the signalling of this loop was typi-
cal of the three loops south of Seymour Loop. The power
signalling at the loop had not yet been commissioned. In-
stead the main line points were worked by hand by operat-
ing the dual control point machines in the hand mode. A
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grade crossing (and broad gauge main line crossover) were
spiked out of use. No doubt access to Ford�s Siding for
broad gauge trains was gained via Coburg.

Northwards, the next two loops were Donnybrook Loop
and Broadford Loop. These two loops were signalled simi-
larly to Somerton with mechanical Home signals. The fu-
ture crossing loop at Wallan was spiked out of use. The
grade crossings at Tallarook and Seymour were all pro-
tected by Up and Down mechanical home signals worked
from the adjacent broad gauge signalboxes, as already de-
scribed. The standard gauge engine siding at Seymour was
in use and the points were secured by a staff lock opened
by the miniature staff for the Broadford Loop - Seymour
Loop. The scheduled loads on the standard gauge was 1200
tons for a single S between Seymour and Albury, and this
load could be taken through between Dynon and Seymour
if assisted by a T class. The assisting engine was added at
Seymour itself, not Seymour Loop.

From Seymour Loop onwards the loops were equipped
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with power signalling worked from a locally controlled
relay interlocking. Essentially, the future CTC signalling
was provided at each loop however the Homes were tem-
porarily dressed as two position light signals (almost cer-
tainly by obscuring the fixed red light on the three posi-
tion posts). The low speed light on each arrival home was
designated (according to the lithos) as a �Light signal from
main line to No 1 Road [...] or No 2 Road [...]� - note that it
was not named as a dwarf signal. No distant signals were
provided at any of the loops. These loops were provided at
Seymour Loop, Longwood Loop, Benalla Loop, Alumatta
Loop, and Chiltern Loop. The future loops at Violet Town,
Glenrowan, and Wodonga were not commissioned and
were spiked out of use.

The only grade crossing confirmed as being in use be-
tween Semour Loop and Wodonga was that at Bowser,
where the light signals have already been described. It is
likely that the grade crossings at Benalla (leading to the oil
sidngs on the old Tatong line) and Wangaratta (leading to
the stock siding) were in use on the opening of the stand-
ard gauge. Both grade crossings were protected by signals;
the crossing at Benalla was actually in the standard gauge
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crossing loop, and that at Wangaratta was protected by an
Up Home approaching Alumatta Loop. Neither crossing is
shown as spiked on the litho, and the broad gauge signal-
ling was commissioned before the line was opened. How-
ever, they are not listed in A2071/61 which otherwise shows
the speed limits in force on each grade crossing.

The siding to Glenrowan Quarry was an interesting
special case. The broad gauge siding led away from the
eastern side of Glenrowan station. In August 1961 it be-
came a departmental ballast siding (formerly it had been a
private siding, but all the loading by 1961 was departmen-
tal ballast). In mid December 1961 the NE District Superin-
tendent was informed that the Quarry siding was to be
converted to standard gauge, but it would not be brought
into use as a standard gauge siding until the crossing loop
was brought into use. In the meantime it was proposed to
retain the broad gauge connection into the Quarry to ob-
tain ballast supplies in broad gauge hoppers. The broad
gauge points were to be spiked for standard gauge run-
ning on 2 January in preparation for the opening of the
standard gauge for goods traffic. To allow the siding to be
worked once a week after this for placing and clearing, the
DS was to confer with the District Engineer and arrange for
the Block and Signal Inspector to attend and arrange the
necessary protection before permitting any movement to
foul the standard gauge line. The broad gauge grade cross-
ing is not shown on the litho. It is not know how long this
arrangement continued, but the broad gauge connections
were finally taken out of use just after the passenger serv-
ice commenced on the standard gauge.

From Wodonga onwards the signalling was controlled
from the signalboxes that also controlled the adjacent broad
gauge line: Wodonga A, Wodonga B, and Wodonga Coal
Sidings.
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Wodonga A worked the Up end of Wodonga yard, in-
cluding the grade crossings to the cattle sidings, and the
standard gauge connections to the cattle siding and the
loco track (where the Victorian standard gauge pilot would
be stabled). The standard gauge layout provided on open-
ing at Wodonga A was almost the final arrangement. The
standard gauge side of the yard was signalled with three
position light signals, except for Post 9. As this applied to
the single line section which was temporarily worked by
Train staff, this Post was temporarily dressed as a two po-
sition post by not commissioning the �b� (medium speed)
head. The low speed light was temporarily designated a
�light� signal applying to the cattle sidings - again not a
dwarf! According to both the box diagram dated Novem-
ber 1961 and the locking sketch, control levers were pro-
vided to control the approach of trains from both the fu-
ture Wodonga Loop (lever 1) and from Wodonga B (lever
20). In addition a standard gauge closing lever was also
provided. In practice, it appears that Lever 1 worked the
future Down Departure Home from Wodonga Loop which
was temporarily dressed as an (Controlled) Automatic and
numbered ES9841. It is not clear if the control for Wodonga
B was brought into use. The box diagram for Wodonga B
does not show this control until April 1962, though it lists
the equivalent broad gauge controls. On the other hand,
the diagram does show Home 9 as a controlled signal! The
standard gauge closing lever (10) was sleeved normal and,
in fact, was probably never commissioned.

Wodonga B controlled the grade crossings to the
Cudgewa line, and this was all two position mechanical
signalling.  A control lever was provided to control Down
trains approaching from Wodonga A.

Wodonga Coal Sidings was similarly mechanically sig-
nalled and was unchanged from the time the standard gauge
was only used for local goods traffic.

Goods only operation

The Superintendent of Locomotive Running formally re-
ported on 5 January that some of the signals on the new
standard gauge line had insufficient sighting distance. A
week later, the Superintendent followed this up with a com-
plaint that the lights were weak and hard to discern. In-
spections were arranged of the signals at West Footscray,
Sunshine, Donnybrook, Broadford and Post 30/40 on the
Down side of Wangaratta. It was reported that the Post 39
at Sunshine was satisfactory, but that West Footscray Down
Home 7G (protecting Munistore) was interefered with by a
light in Tottenham yard located about 25 feet directly be-
hind the post. It was suggested that Post 7G required
refocussing and possibly the fitting of a deeper shade. The
DS at Seymour reported that Up Home 30/40 at Wangaratta
had been adjusted, the Up Home at Donnybrook should
have a taller mast, and that at Broadford the Signalman had
to walk 600 yards to sight the Up Home.

On 18 January the AFULE requested the provision of
distant signals. This was refused on the grounds that the
current signalling arrangements were temporary and only
used for the operation of goods trains at a maximum speed
of 40 mph.

Although not signalling related, it is interesting to note
that A26/62, issued on 18 January 1962, banned the attach-
ment of any 4 wheeled NSW wagons to any train running
between Albury and Dynon. I wonder if some had made it
to Dynon? Despite this, the maximum speed instructions
followed the standard Victorian format and continued to
include a column for trains with 4 wheeled vehicles.

Work continued to be carried out on the track. On 10
January permission was granted to operate tampers in any
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section between West Footscray and Wodonga without the
Staff for the section. Before allowing the tamper to enter
the section, the Signalman had to confer with the Train
Controller and obtain train running information. The sig-
nalman had to notify the signalman in advance and the
Train Controller when the machine entered the section.
Whilst in the section, the Tamper had to be protected by
flagmen, and any trains entering the section had to be
stopped and warned of the work. In July 1962 the Metro-
politan Superintendent complained that Down standard
gauge goods trains were delayed due to the Matisa Tamp-
ing machine operating in the Tullamarine Loop - Somerton
Loop section on 27 June without the signalmen at either
end being on duty.

In a similar vein, from the 5 February, to permit
ballasting operations, a ballast train was permitted to fol-
low No 4072 (0606 ex Albury) into the Benalla Loop -
Longwood Loop section after 15 minutes provided the
weather was clear. The Freight took a ticket and the Ballast
the staff and �Notice of Train Ahead�. APIX and ACRE mes-
sages were to be exchanged.

On 25 January 1962 flashing lights were provided at the
station access road (105 miles 20 chains) at Violet Town.
Between Seymour and Wodonga all of the station build-
ings at the broad gauge stations were located on the east-
ern side of the broad gauge line (except Glenrowan and
Winton), and the new standard gauge line cut access to the
passenger platform. (This was probably one reason why
the standard gauge was laid on the eastern side of the broad
gauge - it was preferable to obstruct road access to the
passenger platform than the goods yard.) The affected sta-
tions required access to the platform, not just for passen-
gers, but also road access for pickup or delivery of van
goods. At the most important stations (Euroa, Benalla, and
Wangaratta) this road access was provided by grade sepa-
ration. Grade separation was also provided  at Springhurst.
Springhurst was not a large town itself, but it was the tran-
shipment point for the road services to Rutherglen,
Wahgunyah, and Corowa. At the medium importance sta-
tions (such as Violet Town) flashing lights were provided
at the station access road, primarily to allow road access
for van goods traffic. At the least important stations, such
as Longwood, only pedestrian access was provided to the
station and the Traffic Branch accepted the fact that heavy
van goods would need to be worked through the goods
shed and would require shunting.

Continuing track work allowed the maximum speed
over the various sections to be raised slowly. From 26 Janu-

ary, the maximum speed West Footscray - Albion and Jacana
- Broadmeadows was raised from 25 to 40 mph giving this
speed from West Footscry to Wodonga. From 2 February,
the maximum speed Seymour Loop - Longwood Loop was
raised to 50 mph. From 6 Feburary the maximum speed
Albion - Jacana was raised to 45 mph for trains composed
wholly of suitable vehicles. From 16 March the speed limit
Longwood Loop - Alumatta Loop was raised to 50 mph.

The NE District Superintendent inquired on 8 February
whether standard gauge trains could be stopped at Seymour
station to change guards to avoid the expense of a taxi to
and from Seymour Loop. There was no objection as Up
Homes Posts 17B and 33B and Down Home Post 9B pro-
tected the train.

On 22 February the AFULE complained, through the
Superintendent of Loco Running that one of the Home sig-
nals at Somerton Loop was always in the off position. After
investigation the Metropolitan Superintendent reported a
defect in the wire run that prevented the arm from return-
ing to stop. This had been adjusted by the signal supervi-
sor, but the failure of the staff to ensure the arm obeyed the
signal lever had been taken up with the staff concerned.

There was a public complaint on 3 April of prolonged
operation of the flashing lights at Yan Yean Road when an
Up standard gauge train was required to stop on the main
line at the loop. These trains were standing on the Up con-
trol track circuit for the Yan Yean Road flashing lights and
there was no departure home signal to be held at stop to
suppress operation of the flashing lights. The S&T engi-
neer responded on 18 April that trains standing at the Up
end of No 1 Road would continue to work the flashing
lights until departure signals were installed (about June).
In the meantime, operation of the flashing lights could be
suppressed by setting the Up end points for No 2 Road. The
DS was informed that the opening of Wallan Loop meant
that the bank engines were now detached there instead of
at Donnybrook and this should overcome much of the dif-
ficulty. The DS was also informed of the workaround of
reversing the points. Someone must have been a cynic as
the DS responded that tests carried out with the Matisa
tamping machine on 7 May showed that reversing the points
had no effect on operation of the flashing lights. On 1 June
the Signal Engineer, NE Standardisation project reported
that the control circuit for the flashing lights had been rec-
tified and reversing the Up end points would now stop the
flashing lights. Presumably, the locals suffered in the in-
tervening two months.

ERRATA

Both Michael Guiney and Des Jowett have pointed out that
Mentone was opened for general passenger traffic with the
other stations on the Mordialloc line on 20 December 1883.

Des further points out that the reason that a standard build-
ing was not provided at Mentone was that there was no
village or township at Mentone when the line was opened.
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Glenorchy (above) and Wal Wal (below) were a contrast even though they were adjacent staff stations on the Western line beyond
Stawell. Glenorchy had an elevated signal box attached to the station building. The box was almost certainly provided on 16 May 1915
when the 30 lever frame was replaced by a 45 lever A pattern frame. The adjacent staff stations (Deep Lead and Wal Wal) were both
switching, and the long sections were Stawell B - Glenorchy - Lubeck, and the short sections were Stawell B - Deep Lead - Glenorchy
- Wal Wal - Lubeck. Glenorchy was closed as a staff station, and all interlocking abolished, in February 1985 when it was replaced as a
crossing location by Deep Lead Loop. A full history of Glenorchy to 1984 can be found in Somersault Vol 7 No 4 pp 49-54.  Wal Wal, like
Deep Lead, was definitely an unpretentious building, and it also contained a 30 lever A pattern frame provided in 1911. Wal Wal became
a switching electric staff station in February 1932. It was closed as a staff station on 15 June 1977, although it had not been regularly
swtiched in for some years prior to this. A full history of Wal Wal can be found in Somersault Vol 7 No 4 pp 59-62. Both photos David
Langley.


