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Spencer Street No 1 Box was decommissioned at 2316 hours on Friday 6 June 2008, bringing to an end nearly 121 years of continuoues
operation. This shot was taken after 1929, when the country side of Spencer Street was electrified, but before the construction of the
underground loop. This box was brought into service on 14 August 1887, replacing a smaller box with the same name dating from
1880. It was extended twice, the first time in 1894 at the left hand (northern) end, and the second time in 1913 at the righthand
(southern end). Close examination of this photo will show the original vertical timber corner posts between the 1st and 2nd locking room
windows and the 4th and 5th windows. Although No 1 Box was an unusually long and tall box, it does shows common design
characteristics to other contemporary boxes. It a timber weatherboard box with a gabled roof of galvanised iron. The gable ends are
decorated with a turned vertical timber final which extends below the ridge line and is cross braced to the barge boards. The porch roof
is decorated with a similar, though smaller, final. One unusual feature was the provision of the roofed stage across the front and sides
of the box at operating level. This appears to serve two purposes. The first is to allow the windows to be safely cleaned, and the second
is as a sunshade for the afternoon sun. PTC image 62A43. Photograph from the collection of Keith Lambert.
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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD FRIDAY 28 MARCH 2008,
AT THE SURREY HILLS NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, 1 BEDFORD AVENUE, SURREY HILLS

Present: - J. Black, W. Brook, B. Cleak, G. Cleak, G. Cumming, G. Dunn, V. Findlay, R. Gomerski, C. Gordon, J.
Gordon,  A. Gostling, W. Johnston, K. Lambert, D. Langley, T. Murray, B. Sherry, L. Savage, P. Silva, G.
Tasker & R. Whitehead.

Apologies: - S. Malpass & A. Waugh.
The President, Mr. David Langley, took the chair & opened the meeting @ 20:47 hours, following the 2008 Annual

General Meeting.
Minutes of the November 2007 Meeting: - Accepted as published.  R. Whitehead / B. Sherry.  Carried.
Minutes of the February 2008 Meeting: - Accepted as published.  R. Whitehead / B. Sherry.  Carried.
Business Arising: -  Nil.
Correspondence: -  Letter from member Rod Kent advising change of address.

Letter to member Rod Kent acknowledging change of address.
Letter to Chris King with membership application pack.
Email to Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre with bookings for meetings for 2008.
Letter to Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre with bookings for meetings for 20087.
Letter to Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre requesting further information on building rental.
Letter to V/Line Regional Network and Access requesting clarification as to reasons why tour was not
approved.
K. Lambert / P. Silva.  Carried.

Reports: - Nil.
General Business: - The Secretary advised that membership renewal forms had been posted.

Peter Silva asked for contributions of images for use on the SRSV website.
The web address for the SRSV website is shown in �Somersault�.
Vance Findlay advised that Sunday 20th April 2008 is the 100th Anniversary of the rail collision at
Sunshine.  A small ceremony will take place at 15:00 hours.
Laurie Savage described the semaphore signals on the opening bridge at Port Adelaide.  The new rail
bridges at Port Adelaide were described.
Keith Lambert spoke about the closure of West Tower for two weeks due to asbestos removal work.  The
signal man was relocated to Room 1 at Centrol with hand signallers replacing the interlocking.
Keith Lambert provided details on a number of metropolitan projects.
At Cranbourne six stabling sidings will be provided at the Up end.
Screen based equipment will replace the unit lever panel at Caulfield on Saturday 12th April 2008.
Screen based equipment will replace the existing panels at Dandenong and Epping.
A proposal for Laverton will involve track & signal alterations in conjunction with the provision of a new
third platform.
The new signalling arrangements on the Stony Point Line were discussed.  The commissioning took place
two weeks ago and the Westcad control equipment is located at Frankston Signal Box.
Bob Whitehead reported that the insertion of concrete sleepers between Somerton Loop - Seymour Loop is
complete.  New long SG loops are under construction at Kilmore East and Tallarook.
Laurie Savage described the proposals to provide dual gauge track for the platform at Benalla and the
back platform at Seymour.
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The proposed arrangements for the conversion of the BG Line from Seymour - Albury to SG were dis-
cussed.
Keith Lambert advised that the BG Line from Albion - Broadmeadows is now speed limited to 20 km/h.
Tom Murray asked what is happening at Colac.  The yard was booked out of service, and then booked
back in.  It was noted that there is a proposal to use Colac and Camperdown for crosses involving the El
Zorro freight trains.
Laurie Savage reported on a collision between a ballast train and a ballast regulator in the Gheringhap -
Ballarat section some weeks ago.
Bill Johnston noted that the extended crossing loop at Uranquinty in NSW is in the process of being
commissioned.
Bill Johnston described progress on the SG works at Tottenham including the modifications to the Up
Independent Goods Line to provide another SG road.
Keith Lambert advised that the new signalling at Diamond Creek is expected to be commissioned in May
2008.

Meeting closed at 21:53 hours.
The next meeting will be on Friday 16 May, 2008 at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, Bedford
Avenue, Surrey Hill, commencing at 20:00 hours (8.00pm).

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD FRIDAY 16 MAY 2008,
AT THE SURREY HILLS NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE, 1 BEDFORD AVENUE, SURREY HILLS

Present: - W. Brook, B. Cleak, G. Cleak, G. Cumming, G. Dunn, V. Findlay, R. Gomerski, J. Gordon, W. Johnston, K.
Lambert, B. McCurry, T. Penn, B. Sherry, P. Silva, R. Smith & A. Wheatland.

Apologies: - N. Bamford, J. Churchward, D. Langley, S. Malpass, T. Murray, L. Savage & R. Whitehead.
Visitor: - Pip Burfield.

In the absence of the President, Mr. David Langley, the Vice - President, Mr. Bill Johnston, took the chair
& opened the meeting @ 20:15 hours, following the completion of the 2008 Annual General Meeting.

Minutes of the March 2008 Meeting: - Accepted as read.  B. Sherry / G. Dunn.  Carried.
Business Arising: -  Peter Silva is still waiting on images for the SRSV website.
Correspondence: -  Letter from Reg Lloyd with suggestions for a future tour in the Hunter Valley.

Letter from John Barnes advising that he will not be continuing his membership of the SRSV.
Letter to John Barnes acknowledging his letter.
Payment to Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre for hire of meeting room for 2008.
Letter from Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre clarifying hire charges for 2008.
G. Cumming / R. Smith.  Carried.
The letter from SHNC re hire of the meeting room was discussed. Peter Silva noted that the hire charge for
2008 is $60.00 per night. Rod Smith noted the comfort and convenience of the current location. Does
anybody have any suggestions for alternative venues?

Reports: - Tours.  Glenn Cumming asked for suggestions for the next signal box tour.
Rod Smith made some suggestions about locations in the Bendigo district.
Market Street.  Peter Silva described the recent lack of progress due to being unable to access East Block at
Newport because of film company activity.

General Business: - Vance Findlay reported on the recent event at Sunshine Railway Station to commemorate the 100th
Anniversary of the Sunshine railway collision.  Approximately 300 people attended.
Keith Lambert advised that the control panel at Caulfield has been replaced by a VDU.  The control panel
at Caulfield was previously located at Flinders Street �B� Box.
Keith Lambert reported on the resignalling at Diamond Creek last week.  Diamond Creek is now control-
led from a �Westcad� facility in the office. Diamond Creek still opens as a staff station at the usual times.
The arrangements & operations at Diamond Creek were discussed.
Keith Lambert discussed a budget proposal for a 3rd platform at Westall.
Vance Findlay advised that Kangaroo Flat Railway Station is currently being refurbished.
Rod Smith described arrangements at North Shore with the SG works progressing.  Seven SG turnouts &
three SG roads were provided two weeks ago.
Brett Cleak reported that a level crossing recently commissioned on the Portland Line uses axle counters.
Rod Smith reported that the signals at Colac had been removed.  No.4 Road was resleepered with concrete
sleepers after the main line points had been spiked out of use.
The crossing arrangements at Riggs Creek Loop were discussed.
Brian Sherry asked what was happening with the North East BG Line.  The latest rumours were dis-
cussed.
Brett Cleak advised that the double track between West Footscray - Tottenham Loop is expected to be
completed by June 2008.
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Rod Smith noted that the tri colour LED signal replacement program is still on going.
The level crossing upgrades at Colac were discussed.
Andrew Wheatland tabled the current locking sketch for Menzies Creek.
Keith Lambert advised that Spencer Street No.1 Box will be abolished over the June long weekend.  There
will be no SG access to Spencer Street commencing next week for two weeks.
Rod Smith described arrangements for the XPT when it is unable to access Spencer Street.  A goods
platform at the North Dynon Agents Yard will be used as a passenger platform.
Graeme Cleak described arrangements for BG trains during the resignalling at Spencer Street over the
June long weekend.

Syllabus Item: -  The Vice - President introduced himself to present the Syllabus Item.
Bill presented a selection of slides from his collection featuring scenes from Australia and overseas.  A
variety of subjects were viewed; with a bias towards railway signalling (of course).
At the completion of the Syllabus Item, the Secretary  thanked Bill for the entertainment & this was
followed by acclamation from those present.

Meeting closed at 21:47 hours.
The next meeting will be on Friday 18 July, 2008 at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, Bedford
Avenue, Surrey Hill, commencing at 20:00 hours (8.00pm).

SIGNALLING ALTERATIONS

The following alterations were published in WN 17/08 to WN 25/08 and ETRB A circulars. The alterations have been
edited to conserve space. Dates in parenthesis are the dates of publication, which may not be the date of the alteration.

25.04.2008 Manangatang Block Point - Robinvale (TON 116/08, WN 17)
On Friday, 25.4., the line between Manangatang Block Point and Robinvale was booked back into service.
TON 74/08 is cancelled.

27.04.2008 South Geelong (TON 114/08, WN 17)
As part of the timetable changes commencing 27.4., the block hours will be:

Monday - Friday ............................................................ 0345 hours until 0140 hours the next day
Saturday .......................................................................... 0525 hours until 0125 hours the next day
Sunday .............................................................................0605 hours until 0130 hours the next day

(29.04.2008) Colac (TON 110/08, WN 17)
As part of the timetable changes, the block hours will be:

Monday - Friday ............................ 0615 hours until 1130 hours & 1200 hours until 1545 hours
Saturday ................................................................................................ 0700 hours until 1330 hours

(29.04.2008) Camperdown (TON 110/08, WN 17)
As part of the timetable changes, the block hours will be:

Monday - Friday .................................................................................. 0530 hours until 2130 hours
(29.04.2008) Leawarra - Stony Point (SW 189/08, WN 17)

Diagram 15/08 replaced 16/08 (sic - which was issued with an incorrect number).
(29.04.2008) Hastings - Bittern (SW 191/08, WN 17)

The traffic light co-ordination at Stony Point Rd (SW 177/08) was not commissioned due to the HXP
losing the detection of the Sprinters and forcing the traffic light co-ordination to amber.

29.04.2008 Ararat (SW 66/08, WN 17)
On Tuesday, 29.4., flashing lights and bells will be provided at Green Hill Lake Rd (207.064 km) on the Up
side of Ararat on the Ballarat line. The flashing lights will be operated by a predictor and remote monitor-
ing will be provided. Diagram 34/08 (Ararat) replaced 88/06.

29.04.2008 Talbot Loop (TON 126/08 & SW 72/08, WN 18 & 19)
On Tuesday, 29.4., No 3 Track was booked into use for stabling Track Machines. The points are secured
by lockable point clip. Track machines may only operate into and out of No 3 Track under cover of an
absolute occupation.

29.04.2008 Sale (SW 67/08, WN 17)
From Tuesday, 29.4., the Annett Key will be secured to the pilot lever by an independent padlock. The key
is only to be released for signalling a train arriving direct into No 2 Road (for which the Annett key is
used to unlock the signal quadrant at the points). The points to the Passenger Train Servicing siding
remain spiked out of use. SW 84/06 is cancelled.

04.05.2008 South Yarra - Elsternwick (SW 182/08, 183/08, 192/08, WN 19)
Between Saturday, 3.5., and Sunday, 4.5., United Group Tri-colour TC2 LED units replaced the
Westinghouse Tri-colour LED units in the following signals:
3.5 Windsor: B187 & B190
3.5 Brighton Beach - Hampton: BBH902, BBH904, BBH905, BBH908, BBH911, BBH912, B497, & B498
3.5 Sandringham SHM906, SHM912, SHM916, & SHM918
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4.5 Sth Yarra - Prahan: B142, B157, B167, B175, & B180
4.5. Windsor - Balaclava: B199, B200, B222, B233, B246, B251, & B258
4.5. Ripponlea - Elsternwick: B263, B270, B275, B285, B286, B295, & B306

05.05.2008 Hamilton (SW 68/08, WN 17)
On Monday, 5.5., flashing lights and bells will be provided at Burgins Rd (324.736 km) on the Down side
of Hamilton. Remote monitoring and healthy state indicators will be provided.
The level crossing equipment will be operated by axle counters. If a train is required to change its direc-
tion of movement in the vicinity of Burgins Rd it must be at least one kilometer from the crossing. The
axle counters will operate the flashing lights for a Hy Rail vehicle or Track Machine. When the Hy Rail or
Track Machine is clear of the departure axle counters, the flashing lights will continue to operate for 8
seconds.

(06.05.2008) Flemington Bridge - Coburg (SW 194/08, WN 18)
Diagram 21/07 (Flemington Bridge - Coburg) replaced 61/98 as in service

(06.05.2008) Ringwood East - Lilydale (SW 193/08, WN 18)
Diagrams 45/07 (Ringwood East - Croydon) and 73/07 (Mooroolbark - Lilydale) replaced 05/05
(Ringwood East - Lilydale) as in service.

07.05.2008 Spencer St No 1 (SW 199/08, WN 19)
On Wednesday, 7.5., the signal indicator attached to the Shunter�s cabin, Bank Sidings, was converted
from a 36 dot LED to a 90 dot LED.

09.05.2008 Camperdown (TON 129/08 & 132/08, WN 18)
From 9.5., until 31.5.2008., No 3 Track has been booked into use for ballast train operations.

11.05.2008 Colac (SW 70/08, WN 18)
On Sunday, 11.5., Colac was closed as a Train Order location. The single line section will now be
Winchelsea - Camperdown.
The Up and Down Home signals were abolished and the posts removed. The Up and Down location
boards were abolished. The signal quadrants on the platform and at the main line points were abolished.
The main line points will be spiked out of use and will be removed at a later date. Circuit alterations were
made to the flashing lights at Queen Street and Hart Street to reflect the removal of the signals.

12.05.2008 Diamond Creek (SW 195/08, SWP 5/08, WN 18)
Between 2000 hours Friday, 9.5., and 0300 hours Monday, 12.5., a Westrace interlocking was commis-
sioned to replace the plunger locking. The new interlocking is operated by a WestCAD terminal situated
at Diamond Creek. The safeworking sections were not altered; Diamond Creek may still be opened as a
temporary Train Staff and Ticket station in the Eltham - Hurstbridge Train Staff and Ticket section.
The Down Home (light), Up Automatic (light) and Up Home signals and the plunger locking were
abolished.
The station is now fully signalled. No 1 Track is signalled for bi-directional running, while No 2 Track
may be used only by Down trains. Diamond Creek may switch out. When it is switched out, all trains will
be routed through No 1 Track and the signals will operated automatically. The points at each end of No 2
Road were equipped with dual control point machines. Pedestrian gates were provided at the pedestrian
crossing at the Up end of the platforms (32.574 km), and traffic light co-ordination was provided at Main
Road.
A new Operating Proceedure 35B was added to Section 34 of the Book of Rules covering failure of signals
and the operation of track maintenance/road rail vehicles.
Diagrams 79/07 (Watsonia - Eltham) and 81/07 (Diamond Creek - Hurstbridge) replaced 49/06 (Watsonia
- Hurstbridge).

12.05.2008 Frankston (SW 210/08, WN 21)
On Monday, 12.5., Points 15 were spiked normal due to the condition of the points.

(13.05.2008) Barnes - Caldwell (TON 155/08, WN 19)
The line between Barnes and Caldwell has been booked out of use and the junction points at Barnes
spiked for the Deniliquin line. Note the line between Caldwell and Moulamein remains booked out as per
SW 81/06.
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(13.05.2008) Benalla (TON 154/08, WN 19)
The following track is available for rail traffic: Nos 3 & 9 Roads (accessable from the Up end only) and the
Loco Track (for the stabling of track machines and EM100 only). Nos 4, 6, 7, & 8 Tracks have been booked
out of use, including all compound turnouts at Down end. Cancel TON 266/07 & SW 2061/04.

(13.05.2008) Kooyong (SW 206/08, WN 19)
The trial straight railing of the tramway square has been been extended until further notice.

15.05.2008 Spencer St No 1 (SW 201/08 & 202/08, WN 20)
Between Wednesday, 7.5., and Thursday, 15.5., the following signals were converted to R4 LED units
(excepte where noted).
Wed 7.5. Home 300
Thu 8.5. Homes 302, 310, & 314
Fri 9.5. Homes 306 & 312
Sun 11.5. Home 63, Dwarf 234 (to U2L LED)
Mon 12.5. Homes 230, 256, & 274
Tues 13.5. Homes 232, 252, & 272
Wed 14.5. Homes 248 & 270
Thu 15.5. Homes 153 & 155

15.05.2008 Benalla (SW 73/08, WN 20)
Between Sunday, 11.5., and Thursday, 15.5., the flashing lights at Witt St (169.826 km) will be upgraded to
boom barriers operated by a level crossing predictor. The predictor will be set such that a train exceeding
50 km/h at the predictor board may accelerate.
Diagram 62/08 (Benalla - Glenrowan Loop) replaced 140/07.

15.05.2008 Dandenong (SW 211/08, WN 20)
On Thursday, 15.5., Siding A was booked out of service due to rust affecting the functioning of the track
circuits

(20.05.2008) West Tower (SW 80/08, WN 20/08
The following tracks are defined as running lines and no vehicle is to be stabled on these lines
* Main Goods Lines between South Kensington and Sims St Junction
* North Hump avoiding track
* South Hump avoiding track.
* Reversing Loop
* Up and Down engine tracs between Post 130 and Post 190.
* Engine Flyover Track

(20.05.2008) Maryborough - Dunolly (TON 159/08, WN 20/08)
The block hours for Maryborough will be

Monday - Friday ...................... 2200 hours to 0500 hours the next day (for trains 9140 & 9141)
Saturday .............................................................................................................................Unattended
Sunday ....................................... 2200 hours to 0500 hours the next day (for trains 9140 & 9141)

Dunolly will be unattended as there are no scheduled trains on the branch.
(20.05.2008) Seymour (SW 74/08, WN 20/08)

Operating Procedure 103A, dealing with the interface with the Seymour Railway Heritage Centre, has
been updated. The main change is an additional hand operated derail on the dual gauge rails leading to
the northern entrance. SW 32/08 is cancelled.

20.05.2008 Wendouree (SW 75/08, WN 20/08)
To assist in the construction of the new Wendouree station, the Ararat line will be slued 5 to 9 metres
south of its current alignment between 123 km and 124 km (west of Gillies St).

21.05.2008 Upper Ferntree Gully (SW 216/08 & 228/08, WN 21/08 & 22/08)
On Wednesday, 21.5., the following signals were altered to LED heads: Dwarfs 20, 26, 32, and 34.

21.05.2008 Hastings - Bittern (SW 217/08, WN 21/08)
On Wednesday, 21.5., traffic light co-ordination was provided at Stony Point Road.

22.05.2008 Winchelsea (SW 77/08, WN 20/08)
On Thursday, 22.5., Wincelsea was closed as a Train Order Crossing location, but may be used for follow
on movements. It was classified as an �Intermediate Train Order Station�.
The Up and Down main line points were booked out of use and No 2 Road is no longer available for
traffic. The platform levers were retained in use.

25.05.2008 Ararat (SW 76/08, WN 20/08)
On Sunday, 25.5., flashing lights were provided at Heath St (208.882 km) on the broad gauge Ballarat line.
Remote monitoring will be provided. Diagram 60/08 (Ararat) replaced 34/08.

30.05.2008 Colac (SW 83/08, WN 21/08)
From 0700 hours Tuesday, 27.5., until 1700 hours Friday, 30.5., boom barriers will be added to the existing
flashing lights at Queens St (152.895 km), Hart St (153.979 km), Armstrong St (154.402 km), and Cants Rd
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(155.026 km). All of these crossings will be operated by level crossing predictors, in addition, the flashing
lights at Church St (152.102 km) and Deans Creek Rd (155.850 km) will be converted to predictors.
Trains travelling at more than 50 km/h at the predictor boards may increase their speed, but trains
travelling at less than this speed must maintain a steady speed until the level crossing. Remote monitoring
equipment will be provided.

30.05.2008 Glenroy (SW 225/08, WN 22)
On Friday, 30.5., traffic light co-ordination was provided at Glenroy Rd and circuit alterations were
performed at the level crossing.

30.05.2008 Wunghnu (TON 187/08, WN 22)
On Friday, 30.5., the siding was booked into service for stabling track machines. The siding is accessible at
the up end only.

30.05.2008 Tallygaroopna (TON 186/08, WN 22)
On Friday, 30.5., the siding was booked into service for stabling track machines. The siding is accessible at
the Down end only and only 100 metres of track is available.

01.06.2008 Footscray (SW 222/08, WN 22)
On Sunday, 1.6., Up Automatic W230 was converted to a United Group Tri-colour LED.

01.06.2008 Wangaratta (SW 91/08, WN 22)
On Sunday, 1.6., flashing lights and boom barriers were provided at Burrows St (236.606 km) on the
Down side of Wangaratta. Operation will be by a level crossing predictor adjusted to allow trains exceed-
ing 50 km/h to accelerate. Remote monitoring will be provided.

(03.06.2008) Spencer Street No 1 Box (SW 229/08, WN 22)
The following alterations have been carried out. Home 34 has been relocated from a signalbridge to a
ground mast 20m in the Up direction with LED heads. Home 304 has been converted to LED heads. The
�V� and �S� indicators on Home 164 have been converted to LED indicators. Dwarfs 12 and 53 have been
converted to LED heads mounted on 2.2 metre masts.

(03.06.2008) Sunbury - Bendigo, Failure of signals (SW 90/08, WN 22)
Operating Procedure 115C dealing with the failure of signals between Sunbury and Bendigo has been re-
issued due to the alteration of the local radio channel.

(03.06.2008) Benalla (TON 189/08, WN 22)
The following tracks are available for use: No 3 Road, for crossing purposes only with access only from
the Up end; No 9 Road, for 50m at the Up end; and the Loco Track, for stabling track machines and EM100
only.
Nos 4, 6, 7, and 8 Roads, and K Siding have been booked out of service due to sleeper condition and
derailment damage. This includes asll the compound turnouts at the Down end.
This cancels TON 154/08.

(03.06.2008) Nunawading & Bagshot, Road traffic infringement cameras (WN 22)
High definition digital traffic infringement cameras have been installed at Springvale Rd, Nunawading,
and Midland Hwy, Bagshot, for trials. The camera at Springvale Rd is in an existing housing on the
northbound carriageway and will use flash illumination. Trials commenced in February 2008. At the
Midland Hwy both carriageways are covered and infra-red illumination is used. Trials commenced in
May 2008. Subject to the trials being successful it is intended to introduce legislation into the Autumn
session of Parliament, with infringement notices being issued in February 2009.

03.06.2008 Lal Lal (TON 192/08, WN 23)
From Tuesday, 3.6., the Down end points have been booked out of service and a baulk provided at the
Down end of the siding. The siding is now only available for stabling track machines and loading of
ballast trains.

04.06.2008 Numurkah (TON 193/08, WN 23)
From Wednesday, 4.6., the siding track was booked into service for stabling track machines. Access is
from the Up end and a clear standing length of 199 metres is available.

10.06.2008 Spencer Street No 1 Box (SW 227/08, SWP 6/08, 7/08 & 8/08, WN 22)
From 2330 hours on Friday, 6.6., until 0400 hours on Tuesday, 10.6., the existing signalbox, including the
mechanical interlocking and panels, was abolished and a United Group computer based interlocking was
commissioned in a temporary building near the DFO car park. The signal posts and points were renum-
bered.
A broad gauge connection was provided from the Country Line to the Standard Gauge Line and the
standard gauge line converted to a dual gauge line to provide dual gauge access to No 1 Road. Up
Controlled Automatic SST511 (Country Line) was replaced by a Home SST530. New Up Home SST506
(Standard Gauge Line), Down Home SST507 (dual gauge line), and Down Home SST535 (Country Line)
were provided. The broad gauge connections at the Up end of the Country Line and the East Country
Lines were altered. The standard gauge connection to No 2 Road was altered and No 2A Road was
converted to dual gauge. Up Home 32 (lead from No 2 & 2A Roads was abolished), and new Homes
SST511 (No 2 Road), SST524 (No 2A Road) and SST539 (No 2B Road) were provided.
Crossover 428 (between Nos 2A and 2B Roads), Points 452 & Dwarf 541 (No 2B South), Points 418 (No 2A
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South), Crossover 467 (between Nos 4 and 4A Roads) and the standard gauge Car Dock Road will not be
commissioned.
Nos 2B and 4A Roads were made running lines. Catches 139 (No 4A Road) and 247 (No 2B Road) were
abolished. Dwarfs 240 & 246 (No 2B Road) and 262 and U140 (No 4A Road) were abolished. Up Homes
SST556 & SST558 and Down Home SST573 were provided in No 4A Road.
Nos 2A and 6A Roads were extended to short dead ends at the Up end.
Points 403, 409, 418, 452, 468, 474, 482, 496, and 497 are self normalising and will normalise 10 seconds
after the track circuit is clear.
Diagrams 21/08 (Southern Cross, Passenger Lines) and 23/08 (Southern Cross - North Melbourne,
Passenger Lines) replaced 05/08 and 07/08.
Operating Procedure 5 (Failure of Homes SST593 and 520), 6 (Spencer St Yard) and 7 (Spencer St No 1
Box, Failure of Signals) were reissued

(10.06.2008) Winchelsea (TON 191/08, WN 23)
As part of the timetable changes, the block hours will be:

Monday - Friday .................................................................................. 1930 hours until 2330 hours
(10.06.2008) Bealiba (SW 95/08, WN 23)

Track machines are permitted to stable in No 3 Road. The Down end plunger locked points will be booked
into service (the Up end will remain out of use) and the points in No 2 Road will be secured for No 3
Road. Bealiba will be attended by a qualified signaller who will only operate the signalling under cover of
an absolute occupation, and then only under the direction of the Track Force Protection Co-ordinator.

13.06.2008 Warrnambool (SW 94/08, WN 23)
On Friday, 13.6., the semaphore Down Home Post 3 was replaced by a two position light signal on a new
Post 3 situated at the Train Order Boards. The Down Home will now only apply to movements to No 1
Road. A light Dwarf (and associated �Siding� Board) was provided on Post 3 for moves to No 2 Road. The
Dwarf will be operated by the existing quadrant at the Up end plunger locked points. The Home on Post 3
will track cancel, and the platform lever must be restored to stop before the signal can be cleared again. A
backlight is provided on Post 3 to indicate the position of the signal.
The Up end plunger lock has been altered to lock the points bothways. The Annett locked quadrant was
altered to detect the points reverse with the plunger in.
A light Distant signal (Post 2) was provided 700 m in the rear of the Down Home Post 3 on the right hand
side of the line. The distant will be automatically operated by the position of the Home on Post 3 and track
occupancy between Posts 2 and 3. The existing location board will be relocated to 2000 m in the rear of
Post 3 (sic).

13.06.2008 Bacchus Marsh (TON 222/08, SW 102/08 WN 24)
On Friday, 13.6., the Turn Table Siding was booked into use.
Operating Procedure 67A has been issued to cover operation of the turntable. The lead to the turntable is
crossed by a pedestrian walkway to the carpark. The lead is protected by hand operated gates which are
normally secured across the track. A hand operated derail is provided 20 metres on the approach side to
the gates. Before a locomotive can proceed to the turntable, the gates must be secured across the walkway
and the derail block placed in the off position.

13.06.2008 Kerang (TON 228/08, WN 24)
On Friday, 13.6., the platform quadrants were booked out of use due to an obstruction to the access to the
levers.

15.06.2008 Eltham (SW 241/08, WN 24)
On Sunday, 15.6., traffic light co-ordination was provided at Diamond St.

15.06.2008 Mentone (SW 240/08, WN 25)
On Sunday, 15.6., Up Automatic F746 was converted to have United Group Tri-colour LED heads.

(17.06.2008) Closed lines (TON 219/08, WN 24)
The following closed lines have been transferred to the control of VicTrack:
* North Geelong - Fyansford  from 71.140 km (on the Up side of Douro St)
* Springhurst - Wahgunyah
* Strathmerton - Cobram
* Cranbourne - Nyora
* Heywood - Mumbannar

(17.06.2008) Spencer St No 1 Box (SW 237/08, WN 24)
Due to insufficent clearance, No 2B Track has been booked out of service between Posts SST539 and
SST541. The track is baulked at SST539 and Points 451U have been secured. Home SST528 has been
booked out of service.

(17.06.2008) Spencer St No 1 Box - Franklin St (SW 248/08, WN 24)
Due to insufficient clearance, the following routing restrictions will apply. Up trains must not be routed
via the Country Line between Posts SST530 and SST538, and Down trains via the Country Line between
Posts SST535 and 521 (Franklin St). Blocking commands have been placed on Homes SST530 and SST538
and on Points 440 in the normal position.
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HIGHETT

The early history of Highett was very similar to
the stations on the Frankston line that have al-
ready been described, and was especially similar
to Ormond until the 1920s.

The station was opened for passengers as
�Highett Road� when the public service began be-
tween Caulfield and Mordialloc on 20 December
1881. Hand operated gates were provided at
Wickham Road and Highett Road from the open-
ing. A carriage dock had been provided by 1
Febrary 1882. Highett Road was opened for light
goods between 1 March and 1 December 1882,
and presumably a goods siding was provided at
that time. A contract was gazetted in February
1883 for the erection and completion of the sta-
tion buildings. The contract was let to John Batley
for £894/1/6. The station was renamed Highett
on 14 December 1885.

From a safeworking perspective, the Service
Timetable of 3 April 1882 shows that Staff and
Ticket working had been introduced with the sec-
tions South Brighton - Highett Road - Chelten-
ham. The line was duplicated on 19 December
1888, and Double Line block working replaced
the Staff & Ticket working on the same sections.
Starting signals were provided shortly after du-
plication, on 31 January 1889, but distant signals
were not provided.

on Sundays, at least during summer. For example in late
January 1913, the Weekly Notice noted that on Sundays
Highett remained switched in until the 2024 Up Frankston
had cleared Moorabbin.

By October 1912, the Wickham Road gates were in charge
of a second class male gatekeeper (the lower of two classes)
with a Class 3 Assistant woman gatekeeper, normally his
wife, daughter, or sister. By July 1916 the male gatekeeper
had been withdrawn, no doubt due to the war, and the hand
gates were in charge of a Class 2 woman gatekeeper with a
Class 4 Assistant woman gatekeeper, normally her daugh-
ter. This was still the case in 1918.

The signalling at Highett was standardised on 7 Janu-
ary 1915. Up and Down Distant signals were provided and
the starting signals were placed on their own posts on the
left hand side of the line. The signal posts were numbered
for the first time. The signals were still, however, worked
from levers on the platform and Highett was still only
switched in on special occassions with the starting signals
being normally crossed. At the beginning of February 1915
auxiliary levers were provided on the Down platform to
allow Guards to place the Down home and distant at dan-
ger to protect their train when Highett was switched out. In
late November 1915 the Weekly Notice notified that Highett
was to switch in every Sunday from the time the 1000 Down
cleared Cheltenham until the 2023 Up Frankston arrived at
Moorabbin. However, this was not a permanent arrange-
ment and the May 1916 WTT still shows Highett as switched

Highett was closed as a block post on 14 November 1894
(as were Glenhuntly and Ormond). This allowed the sta-
tion to be staffed solely by the SM on one shift. The SM
worked from 0600 until 1900, with the guards of passing
trains being responsible for the work before and after this.
With closure as a block post, the crossover road was removed
and the station was closed for goods traffic. The starting
signals were at least crossed, and had been removed by 1
July 1899 as it was then noted that the station then had only
two home signals.

Both Wickham Road and Highett Road gates were
priviledged by 1 September 1883, that is they could be left
open for the road after the last timetabled train had passed
at night until an hour before the first train passed in the
morning.

The station was reopened for goods not requiring crane
power or shed accommodation at the end of February 1904.
The siding was restored to use, but could only be served by
Up trains. Around the beginning of August 1908 Guard in
Charge working in the early morning and late evening was
withdrawn and the station was staffed for all trains.

Highett was reopened as a block post around the begin-
ning of September 1909. Starting signals were again pro-
vided on the 13 September and, to save costs, they were
apparently located on the Home signal posts for the oppo-
site direction. Like Ormond, Highett was only switched in
for special traffic and the starting signals were normally
crossed. It appears that Highett was regularly switched in
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in on special occassions.
Highett gained a Stationmaster around the beginning of

July 1919.
The overhead between Glen Huntly and Mordialloc was

energised around the 4 April 1922 and the electric service to
Mordialloc was introduced as from 6 June 1922. Possibly in
conjunction with the introduction of electric traction, Highett
was closed to goods on the 1 June 1922.The siding points
were subsequently removed in late September 1922 and the
goods siding was formally abolished. Goods traffic was re-
directed to the adjacent stations of Moorabbin and Chelten-
ham.

A Down Home signal was provided to protect the
Wickham Road gates on 30 May 1924. This signal was pro-
vided above the Down distant for Highett. Sadly, the male
gatekeeper opened the gates on the evening of 23 March
1925 for a badly overloaded car but omitted to put the home
back to danger first. A Down Parcels Coach collided with
the car and killed all eight occupants of the car. (This acci-
dent is described in greater detail in �The Highett Railway
Disaster� by Travis Sellers reprinted in Somersault Vol 27
No 5 p80).  It is known that the VR subsequently considered
providing interlocking at the crossing, but decided in May
1925 that this was not warranted. It was, however, decided
that the oil lamp would be replaced by an electric one.

Highett was finally interlocked on 28 August 1924 when
an 11 lever A pattern frame was provided in a new signalbay
at the Down end of the Up platform. The frame worked in-
terlocked gates at Highett Road, and all six signals. Highett
was henceforward opened as a block post for all trains.

In late 1925 there were proposals to provide sidings for
the Brighton Gas Works. The Brighton Gas Company had
purchased 45 acres of land on the Down side of the line
between Highett Road and Bay Road. The Chief Civil Engi-
neer forwarded plans to the Transportation Branch in No-
vember 1925 in which a siding was proposed trailing into
the Down line and worked from Highett signalbox. How-
ever, gas production at the site did not commence for nearly
15 years. A gas holder was erected in 1927 and connected
with the existing gas works in New Street Brighton. Con-
struction of the plant did not commence until 1930 and was
suspended for a period during the depression. Gas produc-
tion commenced in June 1939 with road deliveries of coal.
Towards the end of the war the company decided to ex-
pand the gasworks and major extensions were built between
1945 and 1950. Further plans for sidings were developed at
the beginning of 1950. These must have been quite substan-

tial as they were estimated to cost £19,820. Again, nothing
eventuated from these proposals.

By 1928 electric bell communication had been provided
between Moorabbin signalbox and the gatekeeper at
Wickham Road. By 1936 Wickham Road was not classified
as a priviledged gate and hence had to be locked across the
road after the last train ran in the evening..

On 27 November 1927 the interlocked gates struck a
jinker (a type of horse drawn buggy) while they were being
closed. In response to this a mirror was provided to improve
the Signalman�s view of approaching traffic. This was raised
12 inches by April 1928 after a suggestion by the SM.

Nothing substantive then occurred at Highett until after
the second world war.

In April 1949 the Highett Progress Association wrote to
the VR asking that Wickham Road be treated the same as
Park Road and Cheltenham Road (i.e. be left open for road
traffic after the last train at night). Wickham Road was made
priviledged as from 1 August 1948. A telephone was pro-
vided to Highett signalbox so that the gatekeeper could be
informed when the last train had passed. On 15 December
1949 the gatekeeper was provided with a control over
Highett�s Up Starting signal. On the same day Highett�s Up
Distant was motorised. Although the circuits are not known,
it is almost certain that the Distant was controlled through
an arm contact on the Up Starting signal to prevent the Dis-
tant from clearing before the gatekeeper had operated his
control.

On the following day, 16 December 1949, a Down Ad-
vanced Starting signal was provided 300 yards in advance
of Post 3. This signal had been originally suggested by a
Block and Signal Inspector in 1947 to avoid holding Up ex-
presses at the arrival home when line clear could not be
obtained, and also to avoid some delays to road traffic when
a stopping train had to wait for line clear. The cost had been
estimated at £197, including a post telephone. The new sig-
nal was worked by lever 4 in the frame, and all levers were
now working.

Returning to Wickham Road, 1950 saw significant al-
terations to provide controlled wickets. The proposal, esti-
mated to cost £2935 was approved in December 1949. A new
gatekeepers cabin was provided on the Down side of the
line. On 5 September 1950 the signal levers, warning bells,
and telephone were relocated from old Gatekeepers cabin
on Up side of line to the new cabin. The four wicket gates
were provided on 2 October 1950 and were worked from a
four lever non-interlocked ground frame (which also worked
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the protecting signals).
At the end of November 1954 the pre-school parents

group wrote to the VR requesting wickets on the Down side
of Highett Road. This was declined due to insufficient foot
traffic. The Highett Progress Association repeated the re-
quest in October 1955. This request also included the alle-
gation that the signalman occassionally had to leave the box
to chase away children who were riding on the gates. After
due investigation this allegation was refuted; apparently the
children would run away when the signalman yelled at them
from the box window!

Three position signalling was provided between
Patterson Road signalbox and Highett on 19 January 1958
in conjunction with provision of the temporay station at
Moorabbin. The Double Line Block working Moorabbin -
Highett was abolished. All the mechanical signals on the
Up side of the signalbox were abolished with levers 1, 2, &
5 becaming spare. Homes 3 & 6 were equipped with revers-
ers. At Wickham Road, the gatekeeper was provided with
two miniature levers to control Automatics F585 and F600.
In 1962 the AFULE complained about what they considered
to be irregular aspects on the Up line at Highett. Up express
trains could approach with the distant and home at clear,
but with Automatic F600 at the end of the platform at red if
the Wickham St gatekeeper had not operated his control.
After the second complaint, the S&T Engineer noted that
the control over F600 could be extended to hold the distant
at caution at an estimated cost of £180. Nothing appears to
have been done as the AFULE complained again in May
1963 and again in May 1964.

The slamming type wicket gates at Highett were replaced
by lightweight normally open wicket gates on 23 October
1958. This did not involve a change to the frame as there
were still only two wicket gates at the crossing. On 4 June
1961 normally open wickets were provided on the Down
side of Highett Road. This required an additional two wicket

levers, and signals 3, 4, 6, & 7 were renumbered 2, 3, 4 and
5. Levers 6 & 7 then worked the new wickets.

The mirror was moved in late 1959 in an attempt to im-
prove the Signalmen�s view of road traffic. In November
1959 it was noted that this had failed to improve the view.
A larger crossing mirrior at a slightly different location was
provided on 6 April 1960, but the blind spot still existed
and a trial was recommended with a still larger mirror. The
larger mirror had been provided by 20 October 1961.

Three position signalling replaced the double line block
working on the sections Highett - Bay Road - Cheltenham
on 10 December 1972. Curiously, Highett signalbox was not
abolished and continued to work the interlocked gates. All
the mechanical signals were abolished and levers 2 and 4
now controlled Automatic signals F609 and F622 respec-
tively. Levers 3 and 5 were now spare.

In mid 1975 the Chief Civil Engineer prepared a plan to
provided boom barriers at both Wickham and Highett
Roads. The Metropolitan Superintendent considered the
plan to be unsatisfactory �signal apparatus should be in-
stalled to suit the train running arrangement in force�. The
exact problem was not recorded, but the Traffic Branch for-
mally approved the plans with a request to be given early
advice as to when boom barriers were to be provided so
that the necessary timetable alterations could be carried out.
A further plan was proposed in June 1976 and this was ap-
proved without comment. In August 1976 the ARU formally
asked about the future of the signalboxes on the Frankston
line, and was informed that Highett would be abolished with
the provision of boom barriers, possibly in 1977-8. A date
for the provision of boom barriers was given in July 1979,
but not recorded.

The gates at Wickham Rd were finally abolished on 10
May 1980 when the level crossing was upgraded. The level
crossing was, in fact, right on the intersection of Wickham
Rd and ?? St. To improve traffic flow at the intersection, the
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existing intersection was replaced by a roundabout over
which the railway crossed. A 5P keyswitch was provided
on the Up platform at Highett to control Up Automatic F600.
This was to prevent the unnecessary operation of the
Wickham Road boom barriers when trains were held in the
Up platform.

The interlocked gates at Highett were finally replaced
by boom barriers on 27 October 1985. The signalbox and
interlocking frame were abolished (and subsequently de-
molished). Lever control of F609 and F622 were removed,
however a 5P keyswitch was provided on the Down plat-
form to hold F609 at stop when a train was detained in the
Down platform. Highett is one of the boxes that I saw from
the train, but never photographed. Since 1985 there have
been no changes of significance at Highett.

Details of the Highett Gas Works have been taken from
�The Highett Gasworks� by Graham Whitehead (http://
localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/360.htm).

ERRATA

Chris Gordon has forwarded some corrections to the dia-
gram of the Stony Point line published in the last issue.

* 71 R/G requires FKN34 G/R (confirming the
question on the diagram).

* Dwarfs 30 and 32 are two position Dwarfs, not
three position as shown on the diagram, and show
purple and green.

* FKN41BI should be FKN4BI and it only shows
clear and stop (vertical and horizontal).

* The Up distant is automatic and requires 3 and (4
or 5) at clear.

* The level crossings at Baxter-Tooradin Rd, Park
Lane, Bungower Rd, and High St are equipped
with flashing lights, not boom barriers.

* LJC98 is interlocked with the Frankston-Flinders
Rd level crossing protection equipment.

* Reid Parade is now equipped with boom barriers
(however, this was done after the commisioning
of the signalling shown).

* The Up end points at Stony Point are �Points C�
and are equipped with a HLM, not a switch lock.

* The Down end points at Stony Point have a hand
locking bar.

* The buffer stops have a buffer light (STY88), but
unlike Craigieburn, it does not have an actual
number plate on the �post�.

Chris also suggests that the note on the 2007 diagram of
Moorabbin (Vol 31 No 1 p12) about Down Automatic F535
not displaying a Y/G aspect is incorrect, although this is
shown on the Signalling Arrangement. Consider the route
set from the Down line to the Down line via No 2 Road (702
-> 710 -> 604). The aspect sequence would be F535 (Y/G) -
702 (R/G) - 710 (R/G/65) - 604.
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NO 1 BOX, SPENCER STREET

St C (180 levers, later extended to 184) were opened.
A little under seven years later, in June 1894, the new

box was extended to work the new suburban connection to
Flinders Street. The Flinders Street viaduct had been opened
for goods traffic as a single line on 23 November 1891, and
duplicated on 20 December 1891. At this time the viaduct
only led into the Melbourne Goods yard (forming what is
now the Main Goods lines, although over a different align-
ment to that existing today). In 1894 a double track passen-
ger line was constructed leading from a new signalbox at
the end of the viaduct (Viaduct Junction) to No 1 Box. A
new curved island platform was provided about half way
between the two boxes, roughly where the southern end of
Platforms 5 and 6 are today, and became known as the �Sub-
urban� platform. The north suburban trains were extended
over this new connection to Flinders St on 17 December 1894.
To work the connections to the Viaduct, the frame in No 1
Box was extended by 42 levers on 24 June 1894. The new
levers were added at the right hand end of the frame and
were numbered 121 to 162. The box had to be extended at
the north end to house the longer frame and the box was
now 75 feet 8 inches long. The original corner posts were
cut off about a foot above the operating floor, and can still
be seen in the box today. The line to Viaduct Junction was
worked by Double Line block.

Only minor changes were made to Spencer Street be-
tween 1894 and when the second extension to the frame was
carried out in late December 1913. The 1913 extension was
for an additional platform in the East Yard (on the east side

After almost 121 years in service, Spencer St No 1 Box was
replaced by a new computer based interlocking on the
Queens Birthday long weekend. The mechanical signalbox,
and its frame, had been commissioned in July 1887. Both
the box and the frame have been extended twice; once at the
north end in 1894, and once at the south end in 1913. The
resulting 192 lever interlocking frame was, when it closed,
the longest known remaining mechanical interlocking frame
in the world. There would have been few other pieces of
mechanical apparatus that were still in daily use after 121
years, let alone in a safety critical application at a very busy
railway station. Even more remarkably, the design of the
interlocking dates to 1873 and differs in only small details
from the first interlocking frames installed on the Victorian
Railways in 1876.

The name �No 1 Signal Box� is older than the box, how-
ever. The first known reference to �No 1 Signal Box� is in an
Argus report of 27 February 1878 of a minor collision at
Spencer Street. In June 1879, a John Richmond requested a
plot of land near his place of work - No 1 Signal Box. These
references were to a non-interlocked signalbox, as the first
interlocked No 1 Box was brought into service on 21 March
1880 and was either the 12th or 13th interlocked signalbox
erected in Victoria. This box contained a 70 lever frame and
was, until 1884, the largest box in Victoria. Photographs
show that this box was situated on the western side of the
Spencer Street yard closer to the platforms. At the time No 1
Box was installed it is believed that there were only two
platforms, a separate arrival and departure platform,
roughly on the site of the present No 2 platform. A second
signalbox was opened in March 1885 to control the points
and signals at the platforms and was named �South End�.
By 3 December 1885 Double Line Block working was in force
between No 1 Box and Franklin Street signalbox, however
the working to South End remained devoid of this refine-
ment.

The original No 1 Box, however, only had a short life as
the yard was rearranged with the provision of six tracks to
North Melbourne and the provision of platforms in the East
Yard. The current No 1 Box was commissioned on 17 July
1887 and initially worked the old layout. The enlarged sta-
tion was brought into service on 14 August 1887. There were
six tracks from North Melbourne, as there are today. These
fed five platforms at the station. The main platforms were
in the Centre Yard (now Platforms 2 and 3, still with four
tracks). The West Yard had one platform (now Platform 4)
with South End signalbox situated on the island platform
between the Centre and West Yards. The East Yard had two
platforms roughly on the site of the concourse to the south
of the current No 1 Platform. This 1887 layout was recog-
nisable until the great rearrangement for the standard gauge
in 1961/2, and traces of the layout can still be seen today.

The new No 1 Box was 55 feet 9 ½ inches long and con-
tained a 120 lever McKenzie and Holland No 6 Pattern
Rocker frame 51 feet 4 inches long. The box was a weather-
board building to the then standard design with a gable roof
distinguished by a tall wooden finial at each end of the roof
which extended below the roof line and was crossbraced.
This signalbox design appears to have been introduced when
the Victorian Railways commenced erecting signalboxes by
contract around the middle of 1886. Interestingly enough,
although most of these boxes were erected by private build-
ers, no contract is known for No 1 Box. The new No 1 Box
was, again, the largest frame in Victoria and it retained this
status until September 1905 when Flinders St A (260 levers,
in two banks, and later extended to 280 levers) and Flinders

(Opposite upper) An official view of the interior of No 1 Box, prob-
ably taken between the provision of the new suburban platforms
in 1924 and a minor rearrangement in West Yard in 1941. The
photographer is standing at the northern end of the box and nearly
the entire length of the frame can be seen (there are six levers out
of shot to the right). In the middle of the photo a gap can be seen in
the floorplates. This marks the division between the original 120
lever 1887 frame and the 42 lever extension provided in 1894.
The two signalmen on duty can be seen standing to the frame,
with the block recorder sitting at the desk behind them. Note the
painting of the lever numbers on the sides of the levers, with the
releases underneath them. This was common in large Victorian
boxes and must have made it easier to look down the frame and see
what levers were reverse. (VPRS 12800P5 Unit 14). (Opposite
lower) This photo was taken on 19 September 1998 from almost
the same position as the upper photograph and, while it is clearly
of the same box and frame, almost all the detail has been changed.
The immediate difference is the block shelf. In the earlier photo-
graph, the block shelf is almost bare; the nearest section only has a
single repeater and a set of bell keys above. In 1998, the underside
of the block shelf is full of point and signal repeaters. Above the
block shelf can be seen the panels. At the extreme right is the 1994
panel controlling the connections to Nos 6, 6A, and 7 Roads. Next
to it is the 1990 panel controlling the signals and points at the
bottom end of the West Yard (Nos 4, 4A, and 5 Tracks). Under-
neath the illuminated diagram can be seen the other 1990 panel
which controlled the points and signals in the Centre Yard. Both
of these panels were provided to replace South End box. Neither is
provided with a track diagram; instead the track indications are
provided on the main illuminated diagrams. Other things to note
are the improved amenities for the signallers in 1998 with carpet
replacing the lino, and flourescent lights instead of angled incan-
descent bulb. Some things however, have barely changed. Note
that the desk for the train describer is in exactly the same place in
both photographs, although the desk itself has been replaced and
computers provided. The crossbeams supporting the roof also have
not changed. Photo Andrew Waugh
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of the original two platforms). An additional 30 levers were
required and these were added to the left hand end of the
frame and numbered 163 to 192. The box was also extended,
this time at the south end. This brought the frame and box
to its current length. It was the second largest frame in Vic-
toria (exceeded only by Flinders St A box with 280 levers),
and was the longest frame (Flinders St A was in two banks
back to back).

On 2 December 1917 three position signalling replaced
the Double Line Block working between No 1 Box and Via-
duct Junction over the double track suburban line. This was
in conjunction with the provision of four tracks over the
viaduct. The suburban lines were electrified at the begin-
ning of August 1920. The old island Suburban platform was
taken out of service on 17 August 1924 when a new four
track line was provided direct from Viaduct Junction to
Franklin Street. Two new island platforms, the present Plat-
forms 11 to 14, were provided at Spencer Street to serve the
new suburban lines. From this date, No 1 Box ceased to han-
dle suburban trains. It also ceased to use Double Line Block
as three position signalling was concurrently provided on
the six tracks between No 1 Box and the new Franklin Street
signalbox.

From 1924 to the early �60s all of the expansion at Spen-
cer Street station took place adjacent to the new suburban
platforms and did not affect No 1 Box. To summarise, a new
platform for Race traffic (the present Platform 10) was pro-
vided on 13 December 1925. This was served by a new dou-
ble track line named the �Race Lines� running direct from
Viaduct Junction to Franklin Street. A further two platforms
were provided on 16 December 1928 (the present Platforms
8 and 9) adjacent to the �race� platform and these three plat-
forms formed the �Special Yard�. This yard was worked from
a new signalbox �No 1 Auxiliary� entirely independently of
No 1 Box and the original station. However minor altera-
tions were made to No 1 Box, and on 21 January 1925 an
alteration was made resulting in only 2 spaces in the frame;
190 working levers was the most that the frame had.

In the early �60s the Spencer Street yard was extensively
altered to accommodate the new standard gauge line from
Albury. In the process the existing two position signalling
was replaced by three position signalling, but it is interest-
ing that the VR decided to retain the mechanical signalboxes
at both No 1 Box and South End instead of providing a new

relay interlocking.
The first step in the rebuilding was the provision of two

new platforms (now Platforms 5 and 6) in the West Yard.
These were brought into service in April 1961. This allowed
the East Yard to be closed during May 1961 for the con-
struction of the new Platform 1 and Spencer Street station
building. Over the next four months the throat of Spencer
Street was extensively rearranged. This allowed, among
other things, for the platforms to be extended. On 14 Octo-
ber 1961 a major stage of the reconstruction was completed
when all two position signals worked from No 1 Box were
replaced by three position light signals (the last two posi-
tion signals were removed from South End in September).
On 3 December 1961 the outer end of the new No 1 Platform
was brought into service (the southern end remained out of
service for the construction of the new station building).

The standard gauge arrangements at Spencer Street were
brought into service on 12 April 1962, the date of the formal
opening of the standard gauge. Dual gauge track was pro-
vided on Nos 1 and 2 platforms. No 1 Box was provided
with a panel to control the standard gauge Moonee Ponds
Junction. Regular standard gauge passenger services com-
menced on 16 April 1962. Alterations continued to be made
to Spencer Street for the remainder of 1962. An additional
platform (now No 7) was provided in the Special Yard in
November 1962. The full length of No 1 was not brought
into service until 25 March 1964 (together with the standard
gauge run around facilities).

Once the rearrangement for the standard gauge had been
completed, little change was made to the layout controlled
by No 1 Box for nearly thirty years. The late 70s and early
80s saw major changes to the Suburban platforms and the
Special Yard in conjunction with the provision of the Un-
derground loop. However, this again had little impact on
No 1 Box. No 1 Box gained a panel on 30 August 1975 to
work the points and signals in the Special Yard when No 1

This photograph of No 1 Box was taken between 1894 and 1913 as
the first extension to the box can be clearly seen at the left hand
end of the box, but the second extension has not yet been added to
the right hand end. The cleaning stage, with awning, has already
been provided. The very decorative name board is to be noted. The
four wheeled open wagon is standing Sidings BB or CC that ex-
isted in front of the box. Photo courtesy of Trevor Penn.
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Auxiliary Box was abolished. However, this panel was re-
moved on 20 November 1978 when Spencer St No 2 Box
replaced Viaduct Junction and took control of the Suburban
platforms and the Special Yard. The relay interlocking of
this box is still in use, however control has passed to Metrol.

Construction of the underground had a significant ef-
fect on the appearance of No 1 Box, however. The new un-
derground tunnels passed directly beneath No 1 Box and it
was temporarily supported on steel beams. Subsequently,
the building was extensively modified. The box was wid-
ened (probably to provide more room at the front for main-
taining the interlocking), the external walls were reclad, and
the windows were reduced in number. The result signifi-
cantly changed the appearance of the box.

South End signalbox was abolished in 1990 with No 1
Box taking over control of the points and signals. The first
stage was the provision of a new panel in No 1 Box to work
Tracks 4, 4A, and 5 on 25 February 1990. South End signalbox
was abolished on 5 March 1990 and control of Tracks 2, 2A,
2B, and 3 were transferred to a third panel at No 1 Box.

A fourth control panel was provided in mid May 1993
when Platforms 1 and 2 were divided into two platforms by
a crossover and home signals. The new points and signals
in No 2 Road were worked from the existing panel, but a
new small panel was provided to work the points and sig-
nals in No 1 Road.

The three panels provided thus far in the 1990s were
unusual in that they only contained the thumb switches con-
trolling the points and signals and associated indication
lights. The main illuminated diagrams were used to show
the layout of points and signals and the occupancy of tracks.

A fifth, and final, panel was provided on 16 April 1994
when Nos 6, 6A and 7 Roads were altered. Previously, No 7
was only accessible from the Special Lines worked by Metrol.
Connections were put in so that trains could arrive and de-
part from the south end of No 7 Road via No 1 Box. The
north end of No 7 Road was jointly controlled by No 1 Box
and Metrol. This final panel was more conventional and had
both the track diagram and control switches.

The first major reduction in area controlled from No 1
Box occurred in February 2000 when control over the stand-
ard gauge Moonee Ponds Creek Junction was transferred
to ARTC Train Control in Adelaide. The 1962 panel remained
in No 1 Box to allow the Signallers to control moves towards
No 1 Box, but with most of the control switches removed.

The new century saw the redevelopment of the
Docklands. This involved the construction of three new
bridges over the railway lines: road bridges for the exten-
sion of Collins and Latrobe Streets, and a wide footbridge
for the extension of Bourke Street. These had remarkably
little effect on No 1 Box, mainly signals being relocated to
ground masts. The new Latrobe Street bridge was a fantas-
tic location to watch trains.

This was followed by the construction of the new South-
ern Cross station, including  the construction of the overall
roof over the entire station. Again, this work had a surpris-
ingly little effect on the track layout except for the abolition
of the East Yard (No 1 Platform and its associated run around
roads), for a second time, together with the standard gauge
docks behind No 2 Platform. When the new station was com-
pleted in 2006 the northern end of No 2 Platform had been
converted into an island with the provision of a new, short,
dual gauge No 1 Platform. The station was officially renamed
�Southern Cross� on 12 December 2005, but the signalbox
name was not changed.

No 1 Box finally succumbed to progress with the need
to improve the standard gauge facilities at Southern Cross.
The changes brought into service on the Queens Birthday
weekend were the conversion of No 2A Road to dual gauge,
and a rearrangement of the standard gauge access to the
platforms, and broad gauge access to No 1 Road. It was, in
fact, a relatively minor alteration and it would have been
quite feasible to work the new layout from the existing me-
chanical frame. It likely that one reason for its replacement
was the difficulty in finding signalling contractors quali-
fied to make changes to a mechanical interlocking frame.
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These four photographs show the new computerised No 1 Box which was commissioned at 0538 hours on Tuesday 10
June 2008. The photograph above shows the relationship between the old (mechanical) box at the left and the new
computerised box. The new box is the portable on the steel stilts at the extreme right, the nameboard from the old box
was recovered and mounted on the front of the new box. The upper photo on the opposite page shows the new �panel� -
in fact two VDUs which are controlled by a mouse. The lower photographs show the display for the new panel which
was implemented by the United Group. Operation of the new panel is on the entrance-exit principle, with green lines
showing the set routes and red lines occupied tracks. Tracks, points, and signals in blue are booked out of use. Some
tracks shown have not yet been provided, these are shown in red with the description �NTRK�. At the foot of the display
can be seen the individual point keys to manually control the points. The three controls at the lower left of the lefthand
display are the releases to Metrol for the Country Line, Through Country Line, and No 7 Platform. One interesting
feature of the panel, not previously used in Victoria, is the 4 character train describer indications. All photos Keith
Lambert.
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The external appearance of No 1 Box had changed  dramatically by 1998 (above). The weatherboards had been replaced
with steel cladding and the continuous run glazing of the operating floor had been replaced by five groups of floor to
ceiling windows in the front of the box and large windows at each end. The operating floor has been extended by 60 cm
or so onto the stage, which has consequently been replaced by a more substantially braced structure, with a fire escape
at the north end. Two of the five locking room windows have been covered over. The gable roof is still covered with
galvanised iron, but the decorative finials and cross bracing has been removed. The view from the south end of the stage
looking straight down the Centre Yard in 1998 shows a view that would be almost unrecognisable today. On the left is
the �60s station building, and at the far end the remnants of the station building it replaced. The former VR administra-
tion building still stands, but the view of it today would be blocked by the new Southern Cross station. Almost all of the
built infrastructure in this photograph, with the exception of the tracks themselves and the platforms, has been removed
today.


